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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1   Introduction

The History syllabus covers four years of Secondary 
education. It provides learners with the means by which 
they will develop a historicalview of Zimbabwe, Africa 
and the wider world. The syllabus helps them to acquire 
an informed and critical understanding of social, econom-
ic and political historical developments.  It also assesses 
historical developments and their impact on Zimbabwean 
society. In addition, it fosters an understanding and ap-
preciation of issues concerning population, human rights, 
democracy, empowerment, gender sensitivity,Unhu/
Ubuntu/Vumunhu (societal norms and values) and instills 
patriotism, leading to a change in learners’ attitudes and 
behavior.  Furthermore, it raises an awareness of the 
need to preserve and conserve our heritage.

1.2   Rationale

This syllabus focuses on historical developments 
in Zimbabwe, Africa and the rest of the world.It is 
concerned with the historical transformation of societies 
through space and time.  It responds to the need 
for skills development, empowerment, responsible 
citizenship (unhu/ubuntu/vumunhu) and patriotism. The 
syllabus also deals with the evolvingrelations between 
Zimbabwe and the international community.  

1.3    Summary of Content (Knowledge, 
Skills and Attitudes)

This syllabus covers the historical development of 
Zimbabwe and the World’seconomic, social and political 
systems. 

It ensures sustenance of nationalism and patriotism 
through an appreciation of Zimbabwe and other 
countries’ struggles for political and economic emanci-
pation. The syllabus enables learners to draw lessons 
from the changing political, social and economic models 
and environments through different times, places and 
societies.

The History syllabus enables learners to develop skills 
in:

•	 Problem	solving

•	 Critical	thinking
•	 Decision	making
•	 Conflict	resolution
•	 Leadership
•	 Self-management
•	 Management	
•	 Communication
•	 Technology	and	innovation
•	 Enterprise

1.4   Assumptions

It is assumed that learners:

•	 Have	some	communication	skills
•	 Are	aware	of	folklores
•	 Have	a	general	knowledge	of	archaeological	and	

cultural heritage
•	 Have	a	general	knowledge	of	political	systems
•	 Are	aware	of	different	human	rights
•	 Are	aware	of	the	land	tenure	systems
•	 Are	aware	of	resource	based	conflicts
•	 Have	a	general	knowledge	of	colonialism,	
     nationalism and armed struggles
•	 Have	a	general	knowledge	of	political	and	
     economic developments in Zimbabwe and the 

wider world

1.5     Cross - cutting themes

•	 Gender	
•	 Children’s	rights	and	Responsibilities
•	 Crisis	Management
•	 Financial	Literacy	
•	 Sexuality,	HIV	and	AIDS
•	 Child	Protection
•	 Heritage	Studies
•	 Constitution	of	Zimbabwe
•	 Human	Rights
•	 Collaboration
•	 Environmental	issues

2.0 PRESENTATION OF 
SYLLABUS

The History Syllabus is presented as a single document 

which covers Forms 1 – 4. The topics are developmental 

and spiral.
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3.0  AIMS
The syllabus enables learners to:
•	 develop	an	interest	in	the	study	of	History
•	 develop	appropriate	skills	and	tools	of	analys-

ing historical transformation of societies
•	 understand	how	colonisation	and	resistance	to	

it	have	influenced	relations	among	nations
•	 develop	an	understanding	of	national,	regional	

and international historical events
•	 develop	a	sense	of	patriotism	through	appreci-

ating history.
•	 acquire	an	understanding	of	the	similarities,	

differences and the common experiences of 
the peoples of Africa and the world

•	 understand	and	appreciate	population,	de-
mocracy and human rights issues as well as 
responsibilities and obligations that accompa-
ny them

•											nurture	Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu	through	partic-
ipation in various historical  activities

•											apply	ICT	skills	in	the	study	of	history

4.0 SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
By the end of Form 4 learners should be able to:

•	 define	the	term	History
•	 describe	historical	events	in	their	context
•	 analyse	historical	evidence	,points	of	view	and	

make value judgements
•	 assess	the	significance	and	relevance	of	his-

torical information and draw reasoned conclu-
sions

•	 empathise	with	the	past	
•	 explain	concepts	and	issues	that	relate	to	

history, population, gender, democracy and 
human rights in a relevant and coherent man-
ner

•	 use	ICT	in	the	study	of	History
            relate the concept of Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu 

to the historical activities in Zimbabwe

4.1 Methodology 

The teaching of History will be accomplished through the 
use of the following learner-centred and multi-sensory 
approaches:

Methodology
 
•	 Games	and	Quizzes
•	 Imitation	or	Simulation

•	 Video	and	film	shows
•	 Educational	tours
•	 Drama,	song	and	poetry	
•	 Case	study
•	 Group	discussions
•	 Discovery
•	 Research
•	 Debate
•	 Work-related	learning	
•	 Role	play
•	 Project	
•	 Resource	person
•	 Folklore	
•	 E-learning	

Time Allocation

For the successful and effective coverage of this sylla-
bus, 5 periods of 35 to 40 minutes should be allocated 
per	week.		Learners	should	go	on	educational	tours	at	
least three times a year.

5.0 TOPICS
1. Conceptualisation of History
2.	 Origins	of	Humankind
3. Ancient Civilisation in Africa: Egypt 
4.	 Development	of	Zimbabwean	Societies
5. Slavery  and the Slave Trade 
6. Early European Contacts with Zimbabwe: 
            Portuguese and Missionaries
7. Colonisation 
8. Colonial Administration in Rhodesia
9. Nationalism
10. The Armed Struggle 
11. Post-Independence developments in 
            Zimbabwe
12. World Wars 
13. Regional and International Co-operation
14. Socialism and Communism
15.	 The	Constitution	of	Zimbabwe,	Democracy	

and Human Rights
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8.0 ASSESSMENT

The syllabus intends to provide forms one to four learners with the means by which they will develop an objective view 
of the History of Zimbabwe and the rest of the world.  This syllabus’ scheme of assessment focuses on the principles 
of continuity, inclusivity, relevance, respect (Ubuntu/Unhu/Vumunhu), gender sensitivity and developmental studies.

8.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

By the end of  Form 1 - 4, learners should be able to:

•	 recall	historical	events	in	their	context.
•	 identify	major	developments	in	the	history	of	Zimbabwe	from	pre-colonial	to	post-colonial	period.
•	 describe	human	activities	and	beliefs	and	their	effects	on	resources,	environment	and	other	people.
•	 analyse	historical	developments,	trends	and	events	in	the	history	of	Zimbabwe	and	the	rest	of	the	world.
•	 analyse,	interpret	and	evaluate	historical	evidence,	points	of	view,	opinions	and	value	judgments	and	detect		

bias.
•	 empathise	with	the	past	and	interpret	events	and	make	decisions	on	a	particular	period	in	light	of	the	informa-

tion and conditions prevailing at that time.
•	 apply	ICT	skills	in	research	projects.
•	 explain	concepts	and	issues	that	relate	to	history,	population,	gender,	democracy	and	human	rights	in	a	relevant	

and coherent manner.

8.2  SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

This	learning	area	will	be	assessed	continuously	from	Forms	1	-	4	through	coursework	and	a	final	examination	which	
will	consist	of	two	papers.	Learners	will	be	assessed	in	the	following	areas:

8.2.1 Course work

Practical Skills
Critical thinking skills
Problem solving skills
Leadership	skills
Communication and team building skills
Technological skills
Originality	and	creativity
Collaboration skills
Management skills
Business skills
Research skills
Analytical skills
Writing skills

Theory

Written assignments
Written tests
Project work
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ASSESSMENT MODEL

Assessment of learner perfomance in Form 1 - 4 History

Continuous Assessment 
30%

Summative Assessment 
30%

Profiling

Profile Continuous Assessment Mark 
= 30%

Final Mark History = 100%

Examination Mark = 70%

Exit Profile

Assign-
ments Tests Projects History 

Paper 1
History 
Paper 2
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8.2.3 Examinations

8.2.4  SPECIFICATION GRID

The guide below illustrates the relationship between the assessment objectives and components of the scheme of 
assessment

Title Duration Marks Weighting (%)
Paper 1: History of Zimbabwe 2 hours 100 35%
Paper 2: Regional and 
International History

2 hours 100 35%

Continuous  assessment 100 30%
Total for paper 1 and 2 + 
continuous assessment

300 100%

PAPER	DESCRIPTION

Paper 1 has 22 structured questions out of which a learner is required to answer any four.Each question carries 25 
marks. This component has one source-based question and 21 structured questions which are based on the historical 
periods of Zimbabwe. (Conceptualisation of History, pre-colonial to colonial Zimbabwe, from independence to post-in-
dependent Zimbabwe).

Paper 2

It comprises of 20 structured questions of which a learner is required to answer any four. Each question carries 25 
marks. This component has 20 structured questions which are based on regional and international history.

Continuous assessment will comprise theory and practical tests, practical projects and theory exercises as illustrated 
below.

Terms 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Marks Weight
Theory Test 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 100 5%
PracticalTest 1 100 20%
Assignments 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 100 5%
Total 100 30%

Paper Type of paper Marks Weighting Duration
1 Structured questions 100 35 2 hours
2 Structured questions 100 35 2 hours
3 Continuous assessment 100 30 12 terms
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NOTE:	All	assessment	tasks	are	marked	out	of	100.	Assessment	of	soft	skills	will	be	done	as	learners	respond	to	
continuous assessment tasks.

53 
 

Continuous Assessment 
 

Level  Assessment task Frequency  Weighting  
Form 1 Assignment  

 
 
Theory test 

1 per two years 
 
1 per term 

5% 

Form 2 Written Project 
 
 
Theory test  

continued from Form 1 
 
1 per term 

5% 

Form 3 Assignment  
Theory test 

1 per term 
1 per term 

10% 

Form 4 Theory tests 
 
 
Written project 

1 per term 
 
Continued from Form 3 

10% 

Total    30% 
 
NOTE: All assessment tasks are marked out of 100. Assessment of soft skills will be done as learners respond to continuous assessment tasks. 
 

SPECIFICATION	GRID 
 

Paper 1: History of Zimbabwe 
 

Conceptualisation 
of history 

 

Development	of	
Zimbabwean 
Societies 

 

Early European 
Contacts with 
Zimbabwe:  
 
Missionaries and 
the Portuguese 

 

Colonisation of 
Zimbabwe 
 
 
Colonial Administration 
in Rhodesia 
 

 

The Armed struggle in 
Zimbabwe 

Post-
Independence 
developments in 
Zimbabwe 
 
The Constitution 
of Zimbabwe, 
Democracy	and	
Human Rights 

 
5% 10% 10% 25% 25% 25% 

 
 
 
 

Conceptualisation 
of history

Development	
of Zimbabwean 
Societies

Early European 
Contacts with 
Zimbabwe: 

Missionaries and 
the Portuguese

Colonisation of 
Zimbabwe

Colonial 
Administration in 
Rhodesia

The Armed 
struggle in 
Zimbabwe

Post-
Independence 
developments in 
Zimbabwe

The Constitution 
of Zimbabwe, 
Democracy	and	
Human Rights

5% 10% 10% 25% 25% 25%

Form of Assessment Weighting
Continuous 30%
Summative 70%
Total 100%

Level Assessment task Frequency Weighting
Form 1 Assignment 

Theory test

1 per two years

1 per term

5%

Form 2 Written Project

Theory test 

continued from Form 1

1 per term

5%

Form 3 Assignment 
Theory test

1 per term
1 per term

10%

Form 4 Theory tests

Written project

1 per term

Continued from Form 3

10%

Total 30%

History will be assessed using continuous and summative assessment

Continuous Assessment
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Paper 2: Regional and International History

Slavery  and the Slave 
Trade 

World Wars and the 
Inter-war period

Regional and 
International 
Co-operation

Socialism and 
Communism

Post-
Independence 
developments in 
Zimbabwe

5% 45% 15% 20% 15%

Form of Assessment Weighting
Continuous 30%
Summative 70%
Total 100%

Skill Paper 1/2
Knowledge and understanding 15
Comprehension 30
Application and analysis 20
Synthesis and evaluation 20
Practical skills 15
Total 100

History will be assessed using continuous and summative assessment

Specification grid








