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1.“MarriageintheAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

ratherthanindividualaffair.”

Examinethevalidityofthisclaim.

(25)

AFRICANTraditionalReligionhas

beendefinedbyJOAwolaluasthe

indigenousbeliefsandpracticesof



theAfricans.IntheAfrican

TraditionalReligionthereisanidea

ofmarriage.Marriagecanbedefined

asaunionoftwoormorepeopleof

theoppositesex.Itisbelievedthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalratherthan

anindividualaffair,thisisbecause

theroleofrelationscreatedaffect

thewholefamilyandnotindividuals.

However,itcanbealsoarguedthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisanindividualaffairtaking

theconsiderationofthedefinitionof

marriageitself.Thefollowingessay



seekstodiscussthevalidityofthe

claim thatmarriageinAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

ratherthananindividualaffair.

Itisprudenttonotethatthereare

manyformsofmarriages,suchas

monogamy,polygamy,polyamory,

levirateandsororatemarriages.

Polygamyiswhenonemancanhave

morethanaonespouseorwife.

Polyamoryisatypeofmarriage

wherethemanandthewomanhave

morethanonepartner.



AccordingtoChakabvaandDingani

intheirbookentitledUnderstanding

FamilyandReligiousStudies2017

page106,theystatedthatpolyamory

typeofmarriageiswherespouses

arechosenbysomeoneelse,such

astheparents,friendsandreligious

leaders.Thelevirateisaform of

marriagewherethebrotherofthe

deceasedmanisobligedtomarry

hisbrother’swidowwhereasthe

sorotatemarriageinvolvesthe

husbandengaginginasexual

relationshipwithsistersofhiswife



afterthewifeisdeadorhasbeen

proveninfertile.

AccordingtoBourdillion(1987),

peoplemarryintofamiliesandthus,

marriagebecomesafamilyaffairand

notanaffairoftwoindividuals.

Thereareseveralreasonswhy

marriageisconsideredasafamily

contractandnotacontractbetween

twopeopleintheIndigenousreligion,

especiallyinShonareligion.

AccordingtoChakabvaandDingani

UnderstandingFamilyandReligious



StudiesVol12017.“Ifasoninlaw

ormukuwashamarries,hebecomes

amukuwashaforthefamilyandnot

foroneperson,thesameistrueof

thetezvaraandmuroora.Thenature

ofrelationsthatarecreatedare

createdforthefamilyandnotfor

theindividualsalone.”Therefore,this

indicatesmarriageintheAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

ratherthanindividualaffair.

ThegirlelopingintheShonareligion

isorganisedbyrelativesespeciallyin



thekutizamukumbotypeofmarriage

isorganisedbytherelativesofthe

boy.Thishasbeenfurtherexplained

byP.ChakabvaandW.Dinganiin

thebookentitledUnderstanding

FamilyandReligiousStudiespage

108,astheysubmittedthat“She

elopesatnightandgoestoher

husband’shome.Eldersatthe

husband’shomewillthensenda

munyayiwhowillalerttheparents

andrelativesofthegirl.”Theroleis

playedbymembersofthe

community,hence,thisindicatesthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional



Religionisacommunalratherthan

anindividualaffair.

Thecommunityplayapivotalrole

duringthepre-maritalandpost-

maritalrites.IntheShonaand

Ndebelereligions,therearerites

wheregirlswillbeeducatedbythe

auntinmaritalaffairs.Theyare

givenpreparationlessonsinmatters

ofsex,marriage,procreationand

familylife.Inmattersofsex,there

aremanylessonsforgirls,this

includesbeingtaughtthatthe



primarydutyofmarriageis

procreationandsexualgratificationof

thehusband.Boysarealsotaught

howtobehaveproperlytowards

theirin-laws,howtoacquirewealth

whichonewouldgivetotheparents

ofthegirlaspartofbridepriceor

rooraandtheywillbealsotaught

howtolookaftercattle.Thishas

beenfurthersupportedbyJMbiti

(1991),whosubmittedthatboysare

taughtwhatmostconcernsmen.All

thiswillleadonetosuggestthat

marriageinAfricantraditionalreligion

isacommunalaffair.



herearepost-maritalritesthatare

organisedbycommunitymembers.

Oneofthenotablemaritalriteis

masungiroandkutara.Themasungiro

riteisdoneforthepregnancyofthe

newlymarriedwoman.Theriteis

symbolicandritualistic.Theparents

ofagirlstayswithheruntilshe

delivers.Atthesametimetheritual

kutaramwanaiscarriedout.Thisis

whentheauntiesorparentsofthe

husbandgoestotheirin-lawsand

theywillbecarryingthingssuchas

whiteclothes,Africanbasketsand



food.Thereareotherritualswhich

follow,theseincludenamingrites.

Theseritualsareperformedasa

wayofconfirmingthatthenewly

bornbabybelongstotheirfamily.

Therefore,thisindicatesthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalaffairas

evidencedbytheroleofthe

communityinbothpre-maritaland

post-maritalrites.

Thecommunityplaysapivotalrole

inthedivorceprocedureinAfrican



TraditionalReligion.Therearea

numberofcausesofdivorcein

AfricanTraditionalReligion.These

causesofdivorceincludes

unfaithfulness,thishasledsome

scholarstoconcludethat

unfaithfulnessistheonlyrealcause

ofdivorceinAfricantraditional

Religion.Theeldersaremostly

responsibleintryingtosolvethe

disputesinthemarriagesanditis

alsosubmittedthatchiefisusually

thelastsolutioninthedivorce

procedureifthevillageheaddoes

notmanagetoresolvetheissue.



Oneshouldnotethatthereisa

tokenofdivorcewhichisarranged

bytheparentsorrelativesingiving

thepartnerbeingdivorced.The

tokeninShonareligioniscalled

shereni/gupuro.Allthisindicates

thatthemarriageinAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

affair.

Inasmuchasitcanbearguedthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalaffair,itwill

beaviolenceonaplainlanguageif



oneignorestheviewthatmarriage

isalsoanindividualaffair.

Consideringthedefinitionoftheterm

marriagewhichsaysmarriageisa

unionoftwoormorepeopleofthe

oppositesex,thusoneisforcedto

suggeststhatmarriageisan

individualrathercommunalaffair.

Themajorreasonformarriagein

AfricanTraditionalReligionisfor

reproductionandsexualregulation.It

isbelievedintheAfricansocietythat

partnersmarryeachotherfor



reproduction,sothatthefamily

growsbiggerandthesamechildren

assisttheparentsinfarmingand

domesticchoressuchaswashing

plates,cookingandfetchingfirewood.

Itshouldbenotedthatmarriageis

forsexualregulationconsideringthe

ritualsthatareperformedbeforethe

marriage.Duringthepre-maritalrites

girlsaretaughtonsexualmatters,

thishasbeenfurthersupportedby

ChakabvaandDinganiontheirwork

concerningpre-maritalritesin

Indigenousreligionastheystated

that“girlswithauntsaretaughthow



torespondtosexwiththe

husband.”Therefore,thisindicates

thatmarriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisalsoanindividualaffair.

Basingontheabovediscussion,itis

clearthatmarriageinAfrican

TraditionalReligionisaboth

communalaffairandindividualaffair.

Communalinthesensethatbecause

ofmarriagerelationsthatarecreated

affectthewholefamilyandnotonly

individuals.Itisalsoanindividual

affairconsideringtheindividual



benefits,forinstancesexual

regulationandreproduction.Therefore,

theclaim whichsaysmarriageisa

communalaffairratherthanindividual

affairislessvalid.

2,"ATTRIBUTESOFGODIN

AFRICANINDIGENOUSRELIGION"

Concerning themoralattributesof

God,many peopleconsider Him



to bemerciful,showingkindness

andtaking pityovermankind.For

this reasonHe is referredto as

″the God ofpity″,″Godis

kind″ or ″God ismerciful″.The

mercyorkindnessof God is felt

in situations of danger,difficulty,

illnessandanxiety.When

deliveranceor protectionis needed

Godiscalledupon to help.Even

when sorrows have struck,God

maybe calleduponto comfortthe

people.The Akamba and Akan,

speak of Him as ″theGodof

comfort″.



Themajority ofAfricanpeoples

regard Godasessentiallygood,and

thereare manysituations inwhich

Heiscreditedwith doing good to

Hispeople.For instance,when

avertingcalamitiessupplyingrain,

providing fertilitytopeople,cattle,

andfields etc.

Thereare,however,situations when

calamities,misfortunes,and

sufferings come upon familiesor

individuals,forwhich thereisno



explanation.Somesocietieswould

thenconsidertheseto be brought

about by God,generally through

agentslikespiritsormagicworkers,

or aspunishmentforcontravening

certain customs or traditions.

Some peoplesholdthat Godis

capable of showinganger in the

form ofdeath,drought,floods,

locusts,and othernational

calamities.Alltheseareinterpreted

asthemanifestations of Hisanger.

However,a numberofAfrican



peoples considerGodtohave a

willwhich governstheuniverseand

the fortunesofmankind.Some

consider Godto bejust,nomatter

what befallsthem.The Nuer,70

forexample,believe thatGod is

alwaysright.Theyhold that,″God

rewardsgoodto thosewhofollow

good conduct,and evilto those

who followevilconduct.″

Concerning theholiness ofGod,

littleis said directly byAfrican

peoples.Some societieshold that



Godcannot bechargedwith any

offencesinceHeisabovethelevel

of ″fault″,″failure″,″wrong″ and

″unrighteousness″.In theeyes of

the Yoruba,Godis ″thepure

king″ …who is without blemish.

TheconceptofGod′sholinessis

alsoindicatedfrom thefactthat

many Africanpeopleshavestrict

rulesin performingritualsaddressed

to God.Sacrificialanimals,for

instance,have tobe of one

sacredcolour,and priests,or

officiatingeldersmust refrainfrom

sexualintercourseand certainfood



or activitiesbeforeand afterthe

ritual.These ritualformalitiesclearly

show thatpeopleregard Godas

holy.

AsfortheloveofGod,there are

practicallynodirectsayingsthatGod

loves.Thisissomething reflected

also in the dailylivesofAfrican

peoples.Itisrareto hearpeople

talking aboutlove.Aperson

showshislove foranothermore

through actionthanthroughwords.

In the same way,people



experiencetheloveof Godin

concrete actsand blessings.So

theyassumethatHelovesthem,

otherwiseHewould nothave

created them.

Moreover,people believethat

manifestations ofevil,such as

sickness,barrenness,death,failure

inundertakingsandthelike,come

from malicioushumanagents,

whereasmanifestationsofgood,such

as,health,begetting many

children,fertility,wealth,andthe



like,come from God.Theyare

thetokens of Hislove tomankind.

People experiencethelove of

God,even though they donot

speak of itasthough itwere

detached from Hisactivities.

To sum up,theconcept of

Godin African Religions as

presentedaboveis only afew

glimpsesof it.It is,however,in

therealm ofGod′sactivitiesthatwe

find thegreatestnumberof

examplesof what people think



andsay about God.Moreover,

wefind otherexpressions about

God in thereligiousactivities;

namely,prayersand worship.

3"Unfaithfulnessistheonlycauseof

divorceinIndigenousreligion."

Assessthevalidityofthisassertion"

Thekeywordsthereare;

unfaithfulness

onlycauseofdivorceinIndigenous

religion



Assess

Thequestionwantsustomakea

judgementordeterminewhether

unfaithfulnessistheonlycauseof

divorceinindigenousreligionornot.

Thereforetheviewthatunfaithfulness

istheonlycauseofdivorcein

indigenousreligionistoagreater

extentandtoalesserextentthere

shouldbefactorswhichsupports

thatunfaithfulnessisnottheonly

causeofdivorceinindigenous

religion



Theviewthatunfaithfulnessisthe

onlycauseofdivorceinindigenous

religionistoagreaterextent.This

isbroughttolightwhenwetake

intoconsiderationfactorslike

cheating,dishonesty,continued

crueltyfrom thehusband,suspicion

ofwitchcraftespeciallyonthewife

part,failureofthehusbandtogive

thefullamountofmarriagegiftas

agreedbetweenthetwofamilies.In

otherwordsthefactorsthatare

regardedascausesofofdivorcein

indigenousreligionareallpartof



unfaithfulnessthereforeunfaithfulness

istheonlycauseofdivorcein

indigenousreligion.

Continuedcrueltyfrom thehusband

....onlyahusbandwhoisunfaithful

tohiswifeiscrueltohishusband.

ScholarslikeD.Ogungbilearguethat

continuedcrueltyfrom thehusband

whichisoftenregardedasacause

ofdivorceisnotacauseofdivorce

butafactorofunfaithfulnesswhich

istheonlycauseofdivorce.

Cheating......usuallybecause



partnersareunfaithfultoeachother

theyoftencheatoneachother.The

relationshipoftencrumblesbecause

eitherofthepartnersmighthave

cheatedontheother.Atsome

pointevenifthepersonwhodidthe

cheatingmayberependa,theperson

whowascheatedonoftenfeelsso

betrayedthattheycan'tgetpastit.

Theycontinuetopunishtheirpartner

forthedeephurttheyfeeland

becauseofthisdivorceeasilytakes

itways.Sobecausethereis

unfaithfulnessthereischeatingand

laterondivorce



Dishonesty.........partnersoftenhide

somethingfrom eachotherandeven

lietoeachother.Thisisbecauseof

unfaithfulnessbetweenthespouses.

Duetothistheyendupquarrelling

whichlaterleadstodivorce.

Thereforesomescholarsarguethata

quarellbetweenthespousesisnota

causeofdivorcebutaprocessof

unfaithfulnesswhichisthecauseof

divorce

Suspicionofwitchcraftespeciallyon



thewifepart......awifewhois

unfaithfultoherhusbandcanonly

practisewitchcraftwithouther

husbandknowingandusuallywhen

thehusbandsuspectsherdivorce

easilytakesplace

Failureofthehusbandtogivethe

fullamountofmarriagegiftas

agreedbetweenthetwofailure

Thelistedaboveareregardedas

factorsofunfaithfulnessnotcauseof

divorcebyscholarssuchasJ.O



AwolaluandD.Ogungbile.These

scholarssupportstheviewthat

unfaithfulnessistheonlycauseof

divorce.

HowevertoalesserscholarslikeJ.

Mbiti,ChakabvaandDinganiargue

thatunfaithfulnessisnottheonly

causeofdivorceinindigenous

religion.Thereasonbehindthisis

thattherearesomecausesof

divorcethatdon'thaveanythingto

dowithunfaithfulnesssuchas

sterilityorbarrennessonthewife



partandquarellbetweenthewife

andtherelativesofthehusband.

Thereforeunfaithfulnessisnotthe

onlycauseofdivorceinindigenous

religion

[25/046:12PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:*Typesofngozi*

*Maritalngozi*–Thistypeofngozi

ariseswhenamarriedwomandies

from continual

abusebythehusband,whichmay

leadthewifetocommitsuicide.The



wifemayalso

comeasngoziwhenhercooking

utensilsandotherpossessionsare

confiscatedbythe

husbandorhisrelatives.Inother

words,wherethepersonalbelongings

ofamarried

womanarenotreturnedtoher

maidenfamilymembersatdeath,she

canbecomeangozi



spirit.29Inaddition,thedeceased

canalsocomebackasngoziwhere

nobridepricewaspaidforherin

spiteofraisingafamilyandhaving

children,whichwouldgivethe

womanlegitimacyforroora/lobola

(brideprice).Theotherscenariois

wherethe

marriedwomanismurdered,suchas

throughdomesticviolence,inwhich

caseshe



wouldcomebackasngozispiritto

seekredressfrom herhusband’s

family.

*Falseaccusationofawomanfor

witchcraft*–Thisoccurswherea

womanisfalsely

accusedforwitchcraftbyher

husbandorhisrelatives,the

deceasedcancomebackas



angozi.Thisangryspiritcanwipe

outtheentirefamily,whichmaybe

moredangerous

ifthewomandidnotbearany

childrenwiththehusband.

*Parentaldismay/Ethicalngozi*–

Parentscanalsobecomengozito

theirchildrendueto

ill-treatment,scoldingandbeating.

Themother’sngozicanbe



particularlyproblematic,

asitcanleadtomisfortunes,

illnessesanddeathamongthe

children.Theremedyfor

thisparentaldismayisthrougha

ritualknownaskutandabotso,where

theguiltychild

wearsragsandishumiliatedduring

thecollectionofcerealsforthe

appeasementritual.



InthiswaytheShonasayasa

caution:“Mudzimuwamaiunouraya,

asiunongorwadza

chete”(Theancestralspiritofa

motherkillsbutthatofafatheronly

torment).30Another

language.Thisarticletitlecanbe

literallytranslatedas“Chinu:Arsenal



foreverywoman”.

“Kurume”(March)isthemonthin

whichthearticlewaspublished.As

aweeklynewspaper,

thiseditioncovered23-29March

2010.]InthisShonamediareport,

KingstoneMapupurefers

tochinu(asmallcontainerofoil),

gate(claypotforbrewingbeer)and

mukanda(astringof



beadsusedasasexualstimulant)as

someofthepossessionsthata

womantraditionallybrought

onmarriageintothefamily.These

aresomeofthespecialitemsthat

couldbeaskedbackby

thewoman’sparentswhenshedied.

AsMapupusays,thein-lawscould

inquire:“Chinu



negomwezvemwanaweduzviripi?”

(Wherearethespecialculturalitems

ofourdaughter?).

Theitemssymbolisedthefull

motherhoodofthewoman.Ifthe

husbandfailedtoavailchinu

andotheritems,thedeceasedcould

comebackasngoziorcause

misfortunetothehusband

suchasnevertomarryagainor



divorcingnewwives,sporadically.

30SeeTatiraL.2014.ShonaBelief

Systems:FindingRelevancyfora

NewGeneration.The

JournalofPanAfricanStudies6(8):

111situationiswherethewife’s

propertyisextortedbythehusband,

instancedbytheuse

ofhergoatsorcattletopayfor

bridepriceforanotherwife.Ifshe



diesbeforeshegets

paidback,shecancomebackas

ngozi.Thus,mothersareusually

treatedwithdignity

andrespectbecauseoftheydie

aggrieved,theywouldcomebackas

anaggrievedspirit.

*Ngozifrom vakwasha(son-in-

laws)/Transactionalngozi*–

Traditionally,ayoungman



couldworkforthein-lawsunderthe

pretextthathewouldbegivena

wifethrougha

processknowninShonaaskutema

ugariri.

31Ifthemandiedbeforereceiving

the

promisedwife,theson-in-lawwould

comebackasngozi.Insome



situations,theman

couldpayoutcattleasroora(bride

price),butfailedtogetthebride.In

addition,the

son-in-lawcouldbemurderedwhilst

residentwithhisin-laws.Inallthese

scenarios,

theson-in-lawwouldcomeback

seekingrevengeamongfamily

membersoftheinlaws.



*Accidentsituations*–Some

manifestationsofngoziarisefrom

scenariosofaccidents.

Forinstance,amotoristmaykilla

pedestriancrossingtheroad.Inthis

case,thewrongdoermustnegotiate

withtherelativesofthedeceasedon

issuesofcompensation.

Besidespayingforcompensation,the

wrong-doermayhavetoassistwith

theburial



arrangementtoexpresshisremorse.

*Ngozidemandingcompensation

forservicesrendered*–Thisngozi

arisesfrom aperson

whodieswithoutreceivinghis/her

duesforservicesgiven.Thisisalso

anotherform of

transactionalngoziexplainedabove.

Someservantsmayhavecome



whilstveryyoung

orpickedupasabandonedchildren

inperiodsoffamine,starvationor

waruntilthey

dieinafamily.Suchpeoplemay

comebackasngozi,demanding

restitutionforservices

renderedtothefamilywhilstthey

werestillliving.



*Politicalngozi*–Thistypeof

ngoziisanchoredinZimbabwe’slong

historyofthe

liberationstruggle,beginningwiththe

FirstChimurengaWar(1896-1897).

Chimurengawarwasastrugglefor

liberationfrom colonialism.Allthe

peoplewhosacrificedtheirlivesto

liberateZimbabwe,includingthe

greatancestorssuchas



Murenga,Chaminuka,Kaguviand

Nehandaform acategoryofspirits

thatcancomeas

ngoziindefenceofthecountry.

AlthoughtheAfricansweredefeated

intheFirst

Chimurengawar,itissaidthat

MbuyaNehandaonceprophetically

declaredthat

“Mapfupaanguachamuka”(My



bonesshallriseagain).When

subsequentChimurenga

warsarose,theywereregardedasa

resultofkumukangozi(translatingto

therisingof

bones)byZimbabwe’sancestors.

Similarly,thethenPresidentofthe

Chief’sCouncil,

thelateChiefJonathanMangwende,

attributedthereturnofthelower



halfofoneofthe

ZimbabweBirdsfrom Germanyto

thebird’savengingspirit.32

*Aggravatedmurder/Archetypal

ngozi*–Thistypeofngozimay

arisefrom theaggrieved

spiritofamurderedindividualfor

socio-economic,religiousorpolitical

reasons,or



criminalacts,suchasrobberyorthe

forcibletakingofpropertyormoney

from such

individuals.Murderisoneofthe

mostgrievouscausesofngozi.In

Zimbabwe,some

murdererswerealsoperpetratorsof

politicalviolence,aswillbe

elaboratedinthecases

ofngozimanifestationsinthenext



section.Whennotappeased,such

ngozispiritscan

causehavoc,totheextentofwiping

outentirefamilies.Thefearofthe

ngoziinstils

discipline.AstheZimbabwean

scholarandsocialanthropologist,

MichaelBourdillon,

rightlynotes,“[t]hefearofavenging

spiritscanactasasanctionfor



ethicalbehaviour.”33Thisiscritical

whenevaluatingtheroleof

traditionallaw,customsand

religioninZimbabwe

[25/046:19PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:Avengingspiritspromote

goodmorals,itisbelievedttifyou

shoutorbeatyourmother

misfortuneswilloccurorunotanda

botsoifuaamalechild.Soonewill

notbeathisorhermotherthereby

promotingrespect

[25/046:19PM]‪+26378590



5395‬:Avengingspirit

Areagentsofsocialjustice

Forcesppletorespecttheirparents

ComplesppletolivepeacefullynI

harmony

Forcesppletopaydebtsandwahz

duetotheirworkers

Tutelary/lionspirit

Exercisetheircontrollovertheir

territorybyappointingand



maintainingthechiefofthecountry

Itmaybeapproachedwenepedemic

diseasethreatensthewholeareadis

zaccordingtoBourdillon1998pg

255

Theshonabelievetteybringrainn

aresponsiblefrtheproductionof

goodcrops

Somelionspirits acctoBourdillon

regularypractiseasdevinersnrules

[25/046:20PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:*Varioustypesofavenging

spirits*

1.Murderedpersons,especiallya



foreigner/mutorwa.Thespiritcomes

backtoseekrevenge,

2.Parentalspiritagainstitsoffspring.

Thiscouldbeduetoilltreatment

duringlife-time.Ifachildbeatsup

orscoldsoneofherparentsand

takesnostepstoremedythe

situationthroughstriking

reconciliation,thespiritoftheparent

comesbackasanavengingspirit.It

isnotnecessarilyangozi,but

“kupfuka”.Themisfortunesare

directedtothespecificchildwho

wrongedtheparent.Shemaycome

backasresultoftamperingwithher



cookingutensils.Theseshouldbe

replacedwhilesheisstillalive

otherwiseshemaydiewitha

grievance.Non-paymentof“mombe

youmai”bytheson-in-lawcancourt

thespiritofthedeceasedmother.

Themother’sspiritismore

dangerousthanthatofthefather

becausethemotherisnotofone’s

relations;notofthesametotem.

Childrencanperform ritualsto

placateher.Thevictim goesthrough

ahumiliatinglifethatincludes

withdrawingintotheoutsideworld

(Kutandabotso).Maycausefertility



problemsinthegirlchildren.

3.Themostdreadedoneisthe

avengingspiritofadeceased

pregnantwomanorawomanwho

diessoonaftergivingbirthasa

resultofthein-laworhusband.It

hasatendencyofquantifyingitself

bycausingorcallingother“ngozi”

intothefamilyoftheoffender.

4.Spiritofaservant(Mushandi)/

slave(Nhapwa)canalsocomeback

toseekcompensation,especially

whentheydiedwithoutbeingpaid

theirdues.Ifthepersonwasill-



treated,theymaycomeseeking

revenge.Itdemandsawife/virgingirl

asaform ofcompensation.

5.Aspiritofaspouse/partnerwho

diedthroughnegligenceoforill-

treatmentorunfaithfulnessofthe

otherpartner.

[25/046:20PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:*PositivefunctionsofAllien

spirits*

-*Theycanconfer huntingtalents

totheirhost.*Onecanbecomean

expertinhunting.Thehostisknown



asMudzimba.Suchtypeofspirits

possessesmenforexample,Khumalo

Shavi.

-*Theybestowhealingtalents,*for

example,Sivinda Shavi.Thistype

ispopularwithwomen.Thehostis

abletotreatvarious

diseases,convulsions,difficultlabour

etc.Theyimpartthisexpertiseto

theirhost.

-*MadzukwaShaviexpertintreating

manydiseases*someofthewestern



medicinecannottreat,forexample,

leprosy,epilepsyetc.

-*Chipunha*favoursyoungand

unmarriedwomenasitshost.It

*conferscurativeskillsonits*host.

Itcuresdiseasesthatattacksmall

children.

-*NyamandeShavi-Confers

divinatorytalents.*Thehostcan

foreseeintothefutureandmay

warnapersonofanimpending

disasterandadvisesthepersonof



thedivinertoconsulttoavertthe

disaster.TheBaboonspiritcan

divineillness.Itcanalsohelpfind

lostproperty,somethinghidden

(Seership).

-*MasanganoSpiritspecialisesin

dancing.*Itcanconferdancingskills

onthehostandthepersoncan

entertainpeopleatceremonies(for

example,Chakandiwanain

Garandichauya).

-*ZvipenziShavienableshostto



perform dutiesregardedarduousto

perform undernormal

circumstances.*Thepersonis

industrious/hardworking.

-*ShavireMhondoroisknownto

possesslions.*Thelionguardsthe

chiefdom bymovingaroundatnight.

Sangomaproduceswarriorsstrong

andbraveinbattles.Itconfersthe

abilitytokillinbattleandprotects

thewholeterritoryfrom invadersor

enemies.Thespiritcanalsoprovide

entertainment.



[25/046:20PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:*Spirits*thatmanifestas

thoseofthedeadcanappearin

different

ways,asancestral,ordinaryor

avengingspirits.Whicheverwaythey

appear,theydem andattentionand

iftheirdemandsarenotmet,they

causetrouble(*Gehman,1999:33)*.

MostAfricansattributemisfortunes

toaspiritualcause(*Gelfand,

1973:61)*.Theybelievespirits



causeillnesses,disabilities,

misfortunesandevendeath*(Mpofu

&

Harley,2002)*.Spiritspossess

peopleand/oranimalsandtheycan

beexorcisedfrom bothpeopleand

animals.

[25/046:21PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:*Itmustnotbespilled

because*:

-Itwillresultin*Ngozi*or

Avengingspirit.Avengingspirit

maycausehavoctoapersonfor



example;*itcancausebadlucks,

misfortunes,infertility,barrenness,

death,seriousdiseases*andmany

moresetbacks.

-Thebloodofapersonmaynotbe

spilledbczthismayangerthe

*Ancestors*.Bythisdoing,the

Ancestorsfeelveryshamefuland

humiliatedthereforetheywillrespond

through*heavypunishment*toa

personwhohevdonethat.Most

often,*theagriculturalharvestof

thatpersonwhokilledanotherwill



fail*.Atsomeextent,theancestors

willrespondswiftlyby*implying

death*onthatperson.Ifitisn'tso,

Ancestorscouldthereforewage

*misfortunesandtroubles*uponthe

victim.

-Itmustnotbespilled*because

thismaycausefailureofrains*.In

Shonaculture,itisbelievedthat

Godisangeredbythedeathofa

murderedpersonandhecud

thereforerespondbynot*giving

rains.*Unfortunately,this may



affectthewholevillage butsome

saysthatapersonwhohavedone

that*maysufferheavycasualties.*

Thismightbeforthisspecificreason

whyinShona,*peoplewaitedfirst

fortherainstocum*before they

invadeintoanywar.

[18/048:58PM]‪+26371766

6869‬:*TENETSOFCHRISTIANITY*

*BeliefinJesus*



Christiansmodelthemselvesonthe

lifeandteachingsofJesusChrist.

Jesustaughtpeopletoloveandlove

theirneighbor.ManyChristians

worshipinchurches.Somegroups

meetinhomesandotherbuildings.

'Church'meansthegatheringof

Christiansaswellasthebuildingin

whichChristiansworship.Their

leadersarecalledpriestsorministers.

Differentwaysofunderstanding

Christianteachingshaveledto

groupsofChristiansworshippingin

differentways.Thesedenominations

includetheChurchofEngland,the



RomanCatholicchurch,theEastern

OrthodoxChurchandmanyothers.

Manychurchesholdaservicecalled

Communion,EucharistorMass,in

whichbreadandwineareshared

together,justasJesusdidwithhis

followersbeforehisdeath.

God,Jesusandthesaints

*BeliefinGod*

Christiansbelievethatthereisonly

oneGod,whom theycallFatheras

JesusChristtaughtthem.God



accordingtoChristianityisthe

CreatoroftheUniverse.Godisthe

fatherofJesusandbyvirtueof

beingadoptedthroughJesusChrist,

ChristiansalsocallGodtheirfather.

Jesustaughtthem tocallGod'

Father'andheeveninstructedthem

thatGodisnotonlyafatherto

them butalovingfatherwhocares

andmeetstheirveryneed.

Jesus

ChristiansrecognizeJesusasthe

SonofGodwhowassenttosave

mankindfrom deathandsin.Jesus



ChristtaughtthathewasSonof

God.Histeachingscanbe

summarized,brieflyastheloveof

Godandloveofone'sneighbor.

Jesussaidthathehadcometo

fulfillGod'slawratherthanteachit.

*Justificationbyfaith*

Christiansbelieveinjustificationby

faith-thatthroughtheirbeliefin

JesusastheSonofGod,andinhis

deathandresurrection,theycan

havearightrelationshipwithGod



whoseforgivenesswasmadeonce

andforallthroughthedeathof

JesusChrist.

*TheTrinity*

ChristiansbelieveintheTrinity-that

is,inGodasFather,SonandHoly

Spirit.Someconfusethisandthink

thatChristiansbelieveinthree

separategods,whichtheydon't.

ChristiansbelievethatGodtook

humanform asJesusChristandthat

Godispresenttodaythroughthe



workoftheHolySpiritandevident

intheactionsofbelievers.

*Lifeafterdeath*

Christiansbelievethatthereisalife

afterearthlydeath.Whiletheactual

natureofthislifeisnotknown,

Christiansbelievethatmanyspiritual

experiencesinthislifehelptogive

them someideaofwhateternallife

willbelike.



*TheSaints*

Thesedays,thewordsaintismost

commonlyusedtorefertoa

Christianwhohaslivedaparticularly

goodandholylifeonearth,and

withwhom miraclesareclaimedto

havebeenassociatedaftertheir

death.TheformaltitleofSaintis

conferredbytheRomanCatholicand

OrthodoxChurchesthrougha

processcalledcanonization.Members

oftheseChurchesalsobelievethat

Saintscreatedinthiswaycan



intercedewithGodonbehalfof

peoplewhoarealivetoday.Thisis

notacceptedbymostProtestants.In

theBible,however,thewordsaintis

usedasadescriptionofanyonewho

isacommittedbeliever,particularly

bySt.PaulintheNewTestament

(e.g.Ephesians1.1.and1.15).

*AuthorityoftheBible*

TheChristianHolyBookiscalledthe

Bible.ForChristians,thisisthemost

importantsourceofauthority.It



containstheteachingsofGodand

JesusChrist.AllChristiansfrom all

denominationsregardtheBibleas

thestartingpointforguidanceabout

theirfaith.TheVaticantwocouncil

describedtheBibleas'thewordsof

God,expressedinhumanword'.The

BibleismadeupoftheOldandthe

NewTestament.

TheOldTestament

ThisisalsoknownastheHebrew

BiblefortheJews.TheOld

Testamentwastranslatedfrom the

originalHebrewlanguageintoGreek



about200yearsbeforethebirthof

Christ.Thistranslationisknownas

theSeptuagint.Thistranslation

containssomeadditionalbookswhich

arealsoincludedintheCatholic

Biblesandareknownasthe

deuterocanonicalbooksorApocrypha.

Thesearethefollowing:

-Tobit

-Judith

-Wisdom

-Sirach



-Baruch

-1and2Maccabees

Deuterocanonicalarebooksthatare

regardedandacceptedasscripture

bytheCatholicsandtheEastern

Churchesbuttheywerenotinthe

HebrewCanonandarenotregarded

andacceptedbyProtestantsas

canonical.Thesebooksareusually

placedaftertheOldTestamentina

Bible.Inamannerofspeaking,the

OldTestamentisacollectionof

booksthatwerewrittenbeforethe

lifeofJesus,thefounderof



Christianity.Itcontainstherules

whichChristiansshouldliveby.

[21/049:25AM]‪+26371371

8046‬:*Functionofprophets*

1)*MessengersofYahweh*:The

authorityenjoyedbyProphetsamong

theirpeopledependednaturallyon

thefactthattheywere*bearersof

thedivineword.*Thustheywere

primarilyspokespersonsforGodto

theirpeople,denouncingthem of

theirsins,*pleadingwiththem to

repenttoGod,*encouragingthem to



followthewillofgodinallphrases

oftheirlife.Hencetheyusedthe

propheticFormula"*Thussaysthe

Lord*".Apartfrom that,they

werealso*spokespersonsfor

monotheisticYahweism*.Among

them,*Moses*standsandpresenta

commandmentfrom Godof

worshippingofonegod*(Exodus

20:3)*

2).*Prophetswereintercessors*:

Theypleadsonbehalfofpeopleto

Yahwehforexample;*(Gen20:7,



Amos7:1-6)*.Theintercessory

roleisexpressedinthetellsof

Elijahwhohelpedthewidowat

Zarepathtodiscoverinherhouse

*oilandmilktokeepherselfandher

sontillthenextgoodrains.*

3)*Prophetsweresocialreformers*:

Theyspokeonbehalfofthe*less

privilegedinsocietyandbecomethe

mouthpieceofthosewhohadno

powertostandfortheirrights*.In

timesofill-treatmentandinjustice,

prophetsstoodforthe*ordinary



peoplewhohadnopowerto

confrontleadersandkingsin

society*forexampleElijahand

Naboth,NathanandDavid.

4)*PoliticalAdvisors*:Whenever

Kingsareenthronedanddethroned,

Prophetsareinvolved.Here

prophetsareseentobeplayinga

*leadingroleintheformationofthe

Kingdom.*Soattimes,prophetsare

*regardedasrevolutionaries.*

prophetswereagainsttheinstitution

ofthekingswhichwere*failingto



adequatelyexpressloyaltyto

Yahweh*.Theyadvisedkingson

*actiontotakeandtheyalso

rebukedKingsonevildoing*for

example,NathanrebukedDavid for

takingUriah'swifeBathsheba.

5)*Prophetswerecourtofficials*.

Prophetswereconsultedwhengreat

eventswereimpendingmostlybefore

andduringwarseg*Ahaband

Jehoshaphattriedtoensurevictory

overtheAraeansatGilead.*

Jehoshaphatwishedtohearthe



wordofYahwehandsummoned400

prophets*(1Kings22)*.Thuswhen

enteringuponimportantundertaking,

theKingconstantlyappliedtothe

prophetsforthewordfrom Yahweh

egDavidhadNathanashiscourt

prophet,Rehoboam hadShemaiah

andJeroboam hadAhijah.

[21/048:32PM]‪+26371371

8046‬:*RolesofMuhammadin

Islam*

1.Muhammad*advocatedfor



monotheism*thatis,worshipingof

oneGodcalled*Allah*.He

constantlyremindedMuslimsto

*havefaithinAllah*andhealso

wroteintheQuran,theobjectiveof

everyMuslim toworship*Allah*.

Thefactthathesurelyadvocatesfor

monotheism canbeshownwhenhe

*destroyedidolsinMedina*.Inthe

1stpillarofIslam (*Shahada*),

thedeclarationstatedthat"*Allah

istheonlyGod*",meaning*no

othergods*mustbeworshipped

except*Allah*.



2.Muhammadalsofunctionsasan

*intermediator*.HehelpsMuslims

muchwheneverthey*felttheyare

farawayfrom Allah*.Hecould

meditateforthem.Inotherwords,

hestoodasaperson*whomend

theirrelationshipwith Allah*.In

mostcases,hecouldactedasan

intermediatorforthose*whoget

stumbledinthefaithofAllah*.

3.Muhammadalso*functionsasthe

voiceofthevoiceless.*.Muhammad

becometheshelterforthosewho



havebeen*deniedjusticebytheir

rulers.* Herepeatedly*encouraged

fairjustice*amongMuslims.Insome

way,Muhammad*baredinjustice*in

thesocieties.Healwaysstoodfor

thosewhohave*oppressed,abused,

torturedorevenfacedanyunfair

circumstance*.

4.Muhammadalsofunctions*asa

greatteacher*.This*wasoneof

hisparamountimportantduty*

beforehisdeath.HetaughtMuslims

ondifferentaspectsforexample,



*Marriages,Divorce,Preservationof

theenvironment,ImportanceofAllah

aswellastheHolyQuaran.*He

constantlytaughtMuslimsondoing

*goodbehaviortowardsothersand

alwaysbeingobedienttoAllah*.

Mostofall,heactedasagreat

*teacherwhosetsanexample*for

Muslim tofollow.

5.Anotherroleof*Muhammadwas

thatofaprophet*.Muslim believe

inmanyprophetsbutMuhammadis

their*numberone*.Muhammadis



called*thelast*prophetbyMuslims.

Helivedasagreatprophetwho

was*obedienttoAllah*andhe

receivedfavourintheeyesof

Muslims.Asaprophet,Muhammad

*receivedrevelationfrom Allahand

hepresentedtheQuaran*to

Muslims.Asaprophet,healso

promotedtheuniversalism ofAllah

andhepromisedMuslimsthe

*eternallifeonlyiftheyremainedin

thewordofAllah*.Asaprophet,

heguides*Muslimsontheimportant

aspectsoflife.*Inotherwords.He

*wasmorelikea Messiah*.



6.Muhammadalso*caredforthe

needyorthehelplesspeopleinthe

societies*.Amongstthepeoplehe

caredforwere,*theorphans,

widows,widowers,theoldandalso

thedisabled*.Onetime,hereceived

20bagsofgrainsastohelphis

familywithfoodbutinstead,he

soldthegrainsand*gavethemoney

totheneedy.*Healsowroteinthe

QuranthatMuslimsalsoneedto

*practiceloveandcareforthe

needy*throughtheactof*zakat*

(charity)(Quran4:100)



7.AnotherroleofMuhammad*was

thatofaspreacherand

reformer.*Thiswaslargelyevidenced

inhislifeandcareer.Whathe

soughtwasthecohesionofMuslim

societythroughuniform *beliefsand

aunified*faith.Heknewthiscould

beaccomplishedonlythroughthe

worshipoftheoneGodaloneand

throughlawsauthorizedbythe

sanctityofdivinecommand.With

suchlawsMuhammadwouldbind

thehithertoscatteredendsof

Muslims.Hepreachedmuch*onthe



realparadiseandthejudgement*of

Allahaswellasthe*hereafter*.

*_Willaddmore2mol_*
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8046‬:*ConceptofAllahinIslam*

ThefirstpartoftheMuslim

confessionoffaith(theShahada)is



thebasisfortheconceptofGodin

Islam.TheMuslim bearswitnessthat:

"ThereisnogodbutGod".or"no

divinitybutthe(one)Divinity".The

revealedScriptureofIslam,the

Qur'an,islikeavast

commentaryonthissimplestatement,

drawingfrom itall

itsimplicationsforhumanlifeand

thought.



ThisconceptionoftheDeityis

strictlymonotheisticand

unitarian.Godalonehasabsolute

being,totallyindependent

andtotallyself-sufficient.Whatever

existsorevercould

existdoessobyHiswill.Hehasno

"partner"eitherin



creatingtheuniverseorin

maintainingitinexistence.Heis

notonlythe"FirstCause"hutalso

ultimately,theonly

cause,andHeisHimselfuncaused.

TheQur'antellsus:

"Say:HeisAllah.One,theutterly

Self-sufficient:Hebegets

notneitherisHebegotten,andthere



isnothingthatislike

untoHim".Ittellsusalsothat:

"WhenHewillsathingto

be.Hebutsaysuntoit-Be!;andit

is".

Afurtherimplicationofthefirstpart

oftheShahada

isthattherecanbenopower,force

oragencyinthe



heavensoronearthwhichis

independentofGod.

Everythingthatexists-andeverything

thathappens-is

subjecttoHiscontrol;thereis

nothingthatcancompete

withHim orthatescapesHisgrasp,

nothingthatdoesnot



bearwitnesstoHiscreativepower

andmajesty."The

sevenheavensandtheearthandall

thatisthereinpraise Him",says

theQur'an.

IntheIslamicview,itisimpossible

forthehuman

mindtoform anadequate

conceptionofGodasHeisin



Hiseternalandabsolutebeing.The

creaturecannot

comprehendtheCreator.According

totheQur'an,"No

(human)visionencompassethHim,

yetHeencompasseth

(all)vision".



ButIslam doesnotdemandblind

belief.TheQur'an

tellsusagreatdealaboutthe

natureoftheDivine,andit

describesGodbyanumberofterms

-called"Themost

beautifulNames"-whichhelpusto

understandHim.The



Qur'antellsus:"Allah,thereisno

godbutHe,theLiving,

(theeternallySelf-subsistent.Slumber

overtakesHim not,

norsleep.ToHim belongallthatis

intheheavensandall

thatisuponearth.Whoisthere

than(can)intercedewith

Him exceptbyHisleave?Heknows



whatisbeforethem

andwhatisbehindthem,andthey

comprehendnaughtof

HisknowledgesavewhatHepleases.

HisThroneextends

overtheheavensandtheearth,and

Heisnotweariedby

preservingthem;andHeistheMost

High,theImmense".



HeisAl-Ahad."theOne",absolute

unity.Thisisin

sharpcontrasttotheChristian

conceptionoftheTrinity.

TheOnecannotbedivided,norcan

itbediminishedor

"humanised"byincarnationinany

createdform.



HeisAl-Aziz."theAlmighty",andAl

-Jabbar",forthere

isnooneandnothingthatcould

possiblyresistHispower,

whichgovernsandregulatesall

existenceinaccordance

withapredeterminedmeasure.It

followsthatthereisno



earthlypowerthatisnotderived

from Him,nostrengthnor

anyvirtuethatisnotloanedtous

byHim:andnoonecan

helpusexceptbyHiswill,norcan

anyoneharm usunless

Hepermitsthem todoso(inwhich

casethisharm isatrial

tobehornewithpatience).



HeiscalledAl-Haqq,"theTruth"(or

"theReality"),

andtodenyHim istobefardistant

from truthatevery

levelofexperience.TheArabicword

Al-kafirun,andthis

wordsuggestsadeliberateactof



"covering",inother

words,thosewhodenyHim whose

nameis"theTruth"

have"covered"theirown

understandingwithanopaque

coveringsoasnottoseewhatis

ultimatelyself-evident.

Insodoingtheyhaveshutoutthe

light,foranotherofHis



namesisAl-Nur."Light".Theseare

theywhom the

Qur'andescribesasthe"blind",for

"AllahistheLightof

theheavensandtheearth"

[23/045:57PM]‪+26371371

8046‬:*Typesofngozi*

*Maritalngozi*–Thistypeofngozi

ariseswhenamarriedwomandies

from continual



abusebythehusband,whichmay

leadthewifetocommitsuicide.The

wifemayalso

comeasngoziwhenhercooking

utensilsandotherpossessionsare

confiscatedbythe

husbandorhisrelatives.Inother

words,wherethepersonalbelongings

ofamarried



womanarenotreturnedtoher

maidenfamilymembersatdeath,she

canbecomeangozi

spirit.29Inaddition,thedeceased

canalsocomebackasngoziwhere

nobridepricewaspaidforherin

spiteofraisingafamilyandhaving

children,whichwouldgivethe

womanlegitimacyforroora/lobola

(brideprice).Theotherscenariois

wherethe



marriedwomanismurdered,suchas

throughdomesticviolence,inwhich

caseshe

wouldcomebackasngozispiritto

seekredressfrom herhusband’s

family.

*Falseaccusationofawomanfor

witchcraft*–Thisoccurswherea

womanisfalsely

accusedforwitchcraftbyher



husbandorhisrelatives,the

deceasedcancomebackas

angozi.Thisangryspiritcanwipe

outtheentirefamily,whichmaybe

moredangerous

ifthewomandidnotbearany

childrenwiththehusband.

*Parentaldismay/Ethicalngozi*–

Parentscanalsobecomengozito

theirchildrendueto



ill-treatment,scoldingandbeating.

Themother’sngozicanbe

particularlyproblematic,

asitcanleadtomisfortunes,

illnessesanddeathamongthe

children.Theremedyfor

thisparentaldismayisthrougha

ritualknownaskutandabotso,where

theguiltychild



wearsragsandishumiliatedduring

thecollectionofcerealsforthe

appeasementritual.

InthiswaytheShonasayasa

caution:“Mudzimuwamaiunouraya,

asiunongorwadza

chete”(Theancestralspiritofa

motherkillsbutthatofafatheronly

torment).30Another



language.Thisarticletitlecanbe

literallytranslatedas“Chinu:Arsenal

foreverywoman”.

“Kurume”(March)isthemonthin

whichthearticlewaspublished.As

aweeklynewspaper,

thiseditioncovered23-29March

2010.]InthisShonamediareport,

KingstoneMapupurefers



tochinu(asmallcontainerofoil),

gate(claypotforbrewingbeer)and

mukanda(astringof

beadsusedasasexualstimulant)as

someofthepossessionsthata

womantraditionallybrought

onmarriageintothefamily.These

aresomeofthespecialitemsthat

couldbeaskedbackby

thewoman’sparentswhenshedied.



AsMapupusays,thein-lawscould

inquire:“Chinu

negomwezvemwanaweduzviripi?”

(Wherearethespecialculturalitems

ofourdaughter?).

Theitemssymbolisedthefull

motherhoodofthewoman.Ifthe

husbandfailedtoavailchinu

andotheritems,thedeceasedcould

comebackasngoziorcause



misfortunetothehusband

suchasnevertomarryagainor

divorcingnewwives,sporadically.

30SeeTatiraL.2014.ShonaBelief

Systems:FindingRelevancyfora

NewGeneration.The

JournalofPanAfricanStudies6(8):

111situationiswherethewife’s

propertyisextortedbythehusband,

instancedbytheuse



ofhergoatsorcattletopayfor

bridepriceforanotherwife.Ifshe

diesbeforeshegets

paidback,shecancomebackas

ngozi.Thus,mothersareusually

treatedwithdignity

andrespectbecauseoftheydie

aggrieved,theywouldcomebackas

anaggrievedspirit.



*Ngozifrom vakwasha(son-in-

laws)/Transactionalngozi*–

Traditionally,ayoungman

couldworkforthein-lawsunderthe

pretextthathewouldbegivena

wifethrougha

processknowninShonaaskutema

ugariri.

31Ifthemandiedbeforereceiving

the



promisedwife,theson-in-lawwould

comebackasngozi.Insome

situations,theman

couldpayoutcattleasroora(bride

price),butfailedtogetthebride.In

addition,the

son-in-lawcouldbemurderedwhilst

residentwithhisin-laws.Inallthese

scenarios,



theson-in-lawwouldcomeback

seekingrevengeamongfamily

membersoftheinlaws.

*Accidentsituations*–Some

manifestationsofngoziarisefrom

scenariosofaccidents.

Forinstance,amotoristmaykilla

pedestriancrossingtheroad.Inthis

case,thewrongdoermustnegotiate

withtherelativesofthedeceasedon

issuesofcompensation.



Besidespayingforcompensation,the

wrong-doermayhavetoassistwith

theburial

arrangementtoexpresshisremorse.

*Ngozidemandingcompensation

forservicesrendered*–Thisngozi

arisesfrom aperson

whodieswithoutreceivinghis/her

duesforservicesgiven.Thisisalso

anotherform of



transactionalngoziexplainedabove.

Someservantsmayhavecome

whilstveryyoung

orpickedupasabandonedchildren

inperiodsoffamine,starvationor

waruntilthey

dieinafamily.Suchpeoplemay

comebackasngozi,demanding

restitutionforservices



renderedtothefamilywhilstthey

werestillliving.

*Politicalngozi*–Thistypeof

ngoziisanchoredinZimbabwe’slong

historyofthe

liberationstruggle,beginningwiththe

FirstChimurengaWar(1896-1897).

Chimurengawarwasastrugglefor

liberationfrom colonialism.Allthe

peoplewhosacrificedtheirlivesto



liberateZimbabwe,includingthe

greatancestorssuchas

Murenga,Chaminuka,Kaguviand

Nehandaform acategoryofspirits

thatcancomeas

ngoziindefenceofthecountry.

AlthoughtheAfricansweredefeated

intheFirst

Chimurengawar,itissaidthat

MbuyaNehandaonceprophetically



declaredthat

“Mapfupaanguachamuka”(My

bonesshallriseagain).When

subsequentChimurenga

warsarose,theywereregardedasa

resultofkumukangozi(translatingto

therisingof

bones)byZimbabwe’sancestors.

Similarly,thethenPresidentofthe

Chief’sCouncil,



thelateChiefJonathanMangwende,

attributedthereturnofthelower

halfofoneofthe

ZimbabweBirdsfrom Germanyto

thebird’savengingspirit.32

*Aggravatedmurder/Archetypal

ngozi*–Thistypeofngozimay

arisefrom theaggrieved

spiritofamurderedindividualfor



socio-economic,religiousorpolitical

reasons,or

criminalacts,suchasrobberyorthe

forcibletakingofpropertyormoney

from such

individuals.Murderisoneofthe

mostgrievouscausesofngozi.In

Zimbabwe,some

murdererswerealsoperpetratorsof

politicalviolence,aswillbe



elaboratedinthecases

ofngozimanifestationsinthenext

section.Whennotappeased,such

ngozispiritscan

causehavoc,totheextentofwiping

outentirefamilies.Thefearofthe

ngoziinstils

discipline.AstheZimbabwean

scholarandsocialanthropologist,

MichaelBourdillon,



rightlynotes,“[t]hefearofavenging

spiritscanactasasanctionfor

ethicalbehaviour.”33Thisiscritical

whenevaluatingtheroleof

traditionallaw,customsand

religioninZimbabwe
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2629‬:￼

OldTestamentvs.NewTestament-

Whatarethedifferences?



￼   ￼

￼   ￼

￼ ￼ ￼

Question:"OldTestamentvs.New

Testament-Whatarethe

differences?"

Answer: WhiletheBibleisaunified

book,therearedifferencesbetween

theOldTestamentandtheNew



Testament.Inmanyways,theyare

complementary.TheOldTestament

isfoundational;theNewTestament

buildsonthatfoundationwithfurther

revelationfrom God.TheOld

Testamentestablishesprinciplesthat

areseentobeillustrativeofNew

Testamenttruths.TheOldTestament

containsmanypropheciesthatare

fulfilledintheNew.TheOld

Testamentprovidesthehistoryof

a people;theNewTestamentfocus

isona Person.TheOldTestament

showsthewrathofGodagainstsin

(withglimpsesofHisgrace);the



NewTestamentshowsthegraceof

Godtowardsinners(withglimpsesof

Hiswrath).

TheOldTestamentpredictsa

Messiah(seeIsaiah53),andthe

NewTestamentrevealswhothe

Messiahis(John4:25–26).TheOld

Testamentrecordsthegivingof

God’sLaw,andtheNewTestament

showshowJesustheMessiah

fulfilledthatLaw(Matthew5:17;

Hebrews10:9).IntheOldTestament,



God’sdealingsaremainlywithHis

chosenpeople,theJews;intheNew

Testament,God’sdealingsaremainly

withHischurch(Matthew16:18).

Physicalblessingspromisedunder

theOldCovenant(Deuteronomy29:9)

givewaytospiritualblessingsunder

theNewCovenant(Ephesians1:3). 

TheOldTestamentprophecies

relatedtothecomingofChrist,

althoughincrediblydetailed,containa

certainamountofambiguitythatis

clearedupintheNewTestament.



Forexample,theprophetIsaiah

spokeofthedeathoftheMessiah

(Isaiah53)andtheestablishingof

theMessiah’skingdom (Isaiah26)

withnocluesconcerningthe

chronologyofthetwoevents—no

hintsthatthesufferingandthe

kingdom-buildingmightbeseparated

bymillennia.IntheNewTestament,

itbecomesclearthattheMessiah

wouldhave two advents:inthefirst

Hesufferedanddied(androse

again),andinthesecondHewill

establishHiskingdom. 



BecauseGod’srevelationinScripture

isprogressive,theNewTestament

bringsintosharperfocusprinciples

thatwereintroducedintheOld

Testament.ThebookofHebrews

describeshowJesusisthetrueHigh

PriestandhowHisonesacrifice

replacesallprevioussacrifices,which

weremereforeshadowings.The

PassoverlamboftheOldTestament

(Ezra6:20)becomestheLambof

GodintheNewTestament(John

1:29).TheOldTestamentgivesthe

Law.TheNewTestamentclarifies

thattheLawwasmeanttoshow



mentheirneedofsalvationandwas

neverintendedtobethemeansof

salvation(Romans3:19).

TheOldTestamentsawparadiselost

forAdam;theNewTestamentshows

howparadiseisregainedthroughthe

secondAdam (Christ).TheOld

Testamentdeclaresthatmanwas

separatedfrom Godthroughsin

(Genesis3),andtheNewTestament

declaresthatmancanberestoredin

hisrelationshiptoGod(Romans

3—6).TheOldTestamentpredicted



theMessiah’slife.TheGospels

recordJesus’life,andtheEpistles

interpretHislifeandhowweareto

respondtoallHehasdone.

Insummary,theOldTestamentlays

thefoundationforthecomingofthe

MessiahwhowouldsacrificeHimself

forthesinsoftheworld(1John

2:2).TheNewTestamentrecordsthe

ministryofJesusChristandthen

looksbackonwhatHedidandhow

wearetorespond.Bothtestaments

revealthesameholy,merciful,and



righteousGodwhocondemnssinbut

desirestosavesinnersthroughan

atoningsacrifice.Inbothtestaments,

GodrevealsHimselftousandshows

ushowwearetocometoHim

throughfaith(Genesis15:6;Ephesians

2:8).
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2514‬:RELATIONSHIPOFOLDAND

NEW TESTAMENT

EvenacasualreadingoftheBible

communicatesthefactthatthereis

adynamicrelationshipbetweenthe

OldTestamentandtheNew

Testament,withtheverywordsthat

areusedofthetwodivisions,“Old”



and“New,”confirmingthe

relationship.TwoTestaments

comprisetheBible,with“Old”and

“New”suggestingconnectionand

continuation.

Intherelationshipbetweenthetwo

isseentheunityofthetwo.And

thisunityischaracterizedby

continuityanddiscontinuity.Some

elementsoftheOldarecontinuedin

theNew,whileotherelementsare

radicallyalteredorevenceasetobe,

therebyallowingtheappearanceof

newelements.



Butnoteveryonewhohasperused

theCanonhascometothisobvious

conclusion.Marcioninthesecond

centuryclearlydivorcedtheNew

Testamentfrom theOldTestament,

teachingacompletedisunitybetween

thenationofIsraelandtheChurch,

betweentheDemiurge-Creatorofthe

OldTestamentandtheGodoflove

oftheNewTestament.Whilenot

statingthedisparityinsuchstark

termstherehavebeenthroughthe

centuriesthosewhoinvarying

degreesdisparagetheOldTestament,

orascribetoitinwordorpractice



somesortofinferiorpositionrelative

totheNewTestament.

IncontrasttoMarcionandtothose

whohaveinsomemeasureemulated

hisposition,thereisthewell-known

declarationofAugustinethat“the

NewTestamentlieshiddeninthe

Old,andtheOldTestamentis

unveiledintheNew.”Inotherwords,

thetwoTestamentscannotbe

separatedwithoutdestroyingthe

essenceofeachTestament—they

standorfalltogether.Spokenin

slightlydifferentterminologyitcan

beaffirmedthattheOldTestament



anticipatestheNewTestament,and

theNewTestamentispredicatedon

theOldTestament.Therearethe

ideasofannouncementintheOld

andaccomplishmentintheNew.

Thereisadynamicrelationship.

TheNewTestamenthasnumerous

quotes,nearlyfourhundred,from the

OldTestament.Inmanycasesitis

theNewthatgivesunderstanding

andclaritytotheOld;infactthe

Oldcannotbeunderstoodwithout

theNew.AttimestheNewtakes

conceptsfrom theOldandinvests

them witheithernewmeaningor



additionalmeaning.Thetwo

Testamentsmustbereadtogether.

TheentireBiblereadslikeastory

from beginningtoend,andthisis

truebecauseitisasinglestory,the

storyofGodandHisChrist.Jesus

unequivocallyaffirmedthatthe

ScriptureswereaboutHim;without

hesitationandwithoutapologyHe

taughtthatHewasthesubjectof

theHebrewOldTestament:

YousearchtheScriptures...and

itistheythatbearwitnessabout

Me(Jo.5:39);



AndbeginningwithMosesandall

theProphets,Heinterpretedtothem

inalltheScripturesthethings

concerningHimself(Lu.24:27);

ThenHesaidtothem,“Theseare

thewordswhichIspoketoyou

whileIwasstillwithyou,thatall

thingsmustbefulfilledwhichwere

writtenintheLawofMosesandthe

ProphetsandthePsalmsconcerning

Me.”AndHeopenedtheir

understanding,thattheymight

comprehendtheScriptures(Lu.



24:44);

ButthosethingswhichGodforetold

bythemouthofallHisprophets,

thattheChristwouldsuffer,Hehas

thusfulfilled(Acts3:18);

Istandheretestifying...saying

nothingbutwhattheprophetsand

Mosessaidwouldcometopass:

thattheChristmustsufferandthat,

bybeingthefirsttorisefrom the

dead,hewouldproclaim lightboth

toourpeopleandtotheGentiles

(Acts26:22-23);



Concerningthissalvation,the

prophetswhoprophesiedaboutthe

gracethatwastobeyourssearched

andinquiredcarefully,inquiringwhat

personortimetheSpiritofChristin

them wasindicatingwhenHe

predictedthesufferingsofChristand

thesubsequentglories(IPet.1:10-11);

DonotthinkthatIhavecometo

abolishtheLawortheProphets;I

havenotcometoabolishthem but

tofulfillthem (Matt.5:17).



Jesusisthethemethatunitesthe

twoTestaments.InHim eachis

understood—Heispredictedinthe

OldandpresentedintheNew(see:

ConfirmationofChristintheOld

TestamentandPredictionsofthe

Prophets).
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5395‬:*IMPORTANCEOF

SALVATION*

Salvationisnotjustanimportant

conceptinChristianity.Tothedevout



Christian,itisactuallythedesired

outcometobegainedfrom livinga

piousChristianlife.InChristianity,

salvationmeanseternallifeafter

death,andfreedom from sinandthe

consequencesofsin.Thesalvationof

asoulsparesthatsoulthewrathof

God’sjudgmentandanafterlifeof

eternaldamnation.

*ORIGINALSIN*

Originalsinistheideathatall



humanbeingsarebornimperfectand

sinful.SaintAugustineputforththe

idea,andithasbeenanimportant

partofChristiandoctrineeversince.

Christianswhobelieveinthedoctrine

oforiginalsinbelievethatitexplains

thepresenceofimperfectionandevil

inaworldcreatedbyaperfectand

benevolentGod.Originalsin(and

death)beganintheGardenofEden,

whenAdam andEvedisobeyedGod

byeatingtheforbiddenfruit.

Christiansbelievethatthebirthof

sincreatedachasm inthe

relationshipbetweenGodand



humanity.

*JESUSCHRIST*

Thecentralfigureinthehistoryof

ChristianityisJesus,whodevout

Christiansbelievetobethemessiah

andSonofGod.InChristianity,

salvationisnotpossiblewithout

acceptingJesusastheSonofGod

andtheSaviorofmankind.Thisis

repeatedthroughouttheNew

Testament,andisthebasisofthe

oft-quotedversefrom theGospelof



John(3:16):“ForGodsolovedthe

world,thathegavehisonly

begottenSon,thatwhosoever

believethinhim shouldnotperish,

buthaveeverlastinglife.”

*ATONEMENT*

ChristiansbelievethatwhenGod

sentJesustowalktheearth,firstas

ateacherandthenultimatelyasa

divinesacrifice,itwasanactof

graceandlovesopowerfulthatit

closedthechasm betweenGodand



humanity.Thisisknownasthe

Atonement.AccordingtoChristianity,

anypersonwillingtoseek

forgivenessandfollowthemessage

ofJesusChristcanreceivesalvation

becauseoftheAtonement.

*SALVATIONANDAFTERLIFE*

ManyChristiandenominationsteach

thattherewardforsalvationis

eternallifeafterdeathandareprieve

from theharshjudgmentofGodfor

earthlysins.Thisiswherethe



conceptofheavencomesin.Heaven

isunderstoodbymostmainstream

Christianstobetheholyplace

wherethesoulsofsavedChristians

goafterdeath.Inheaven,Christians

believethereisnosin,illness,or

suffering.Thosesoulsthatare

admittedtoHeavenareinthe

constantpresenceofGodandJesus

Christ,whichinspiresmanyChristians

tostriveforsalvationandalifeof

piety.
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5395‬:*SALVATION*



*ProcessofSalvation*

Everyonewhohaseverlived,

Christianandnon-Christian,willface

afinaljudgmenttodetermine

whetherheorsheendsupin

heavenorhell.

Wemustbejustified,ormade

acceptabletoGod.Inournatural

humanstate,weareallsinnersand



unworthyofheaven.However,God,

inHismercy,maychooseto

overlookourfaultsandadmitusto

heaven.

Salvationcomesonlybythegraceof

God.Thereisnothingwecandoon

ourowntoguaranteeoursalvation.

Jesus'sacrificialdeathonthecross

hasenabled(butnotguaranteed)our

salvationthroughamysterywe

cannotfullyunderstand.



*Conditionsforsalvation*

*1*.LoveGod.Nothingshouldget

inthewayofourtotaldevotionto

God.Wemustbehumble,not

arrogantorself-righteous.Inancient

times,peopleweretemptedto

worshippagangodsandidols.In

moderntimes,wearetemptedtolet

"idols"likemoney,power,prestige,

careers,hobbiesandpleasure

becomeourprimarygoalsand

concerns.



*2*.Loveyour"neighbor."Inother

words,bekindandrespectfulto

otherpeople.Jesusputthis

commandmentonparwiththe

commandmenttoloveGod.As

Jesusdefinedit,allpeopleofthe

worldareour"neighbors,"regardless

ofrace,religion,nationality,etc.

*3*.PutyourfaithinGodand

Christ.InBiblicalusage,"faith"

meansmorethanjustbelievingthat

GodexistsandthatJesusisHis

divineSon.TrustingourlivestoGod



insteadofworldlythingsiseven

moreimportant.

*4*.Theheartismoreimportant

thanrulesandlaws.InJesus'time,

peoplebelievedtheywouldbesaved

iftheyfollowedabout600rulesand

laws.ButJesuspointedoutthat

peoplecouldobserveallthoserules

andstillfindwaystolivewicked

andgreedylives.JesusandHis

disciplestaughtthatGodsees

everythingandwilljudgeusbywhat

isinourhearts(ourattitudes,



intentionsandmotives)

*5*.Liveamorallife.Avoidsins

likemurder,adultery,sexual

immorality,theft,slander,idolatry,

hostility,greed,envy,jealousy,

quarrelinganddrunkenbehavior.

*6*.Repentandforgiveothers.

Noonecancompletelyliveupto

God'sstandards.Whenwefallinto

sin,wemustrepent(sincerelyturn

awayfrom sinandtowardGod).

JustasGodiswillingtoforgiveour



sins,wemustbewillingtoforgive

otherpeople.

*7*.DoGod'sworkonearth.Itis

notenoughtojustavoidevil.We

arealsocommandedtousethe

wealth,talentsandabilitiesGodhas

givenustoserveGodandother

people.

*8**.LoveGod*

LovingGodmeansnothingshould



getinthewayofourtotaldevotion

toGod.(Deuteronomy6:5,Matthew

22:34-40,

Mark12:28-34).Inancienttimes,

peopleweretemptedtoworship

pagangodsandidols.Inmodern

times,wearetemptedtolet"idols"

likemoney,power,politics,prestige,

careers,hobbies,andpleasure

becomeourprimarygoalsand

concerns(Luke11:42,Romans8:28,

Ephesians5:5,

Colossians3:5,Philippians3:17-21,

1John2:1-6,2:15-17,5:1-3,1Timothy



6:10).

*9*.*Loveyourneighbor*

TheEnglishword"love"canhave

affectionate,emotional,romantic,

sexual,orbenevolentmeanings.The

originalGreekwordagape,usedin

theBible,hasabenevolentmeaning.

Itisthekindoflovewedoinstead

ofthekindoflovewefeel.Itmeans

havingasincereconcernforthe

welfareofothersandholdingthem



inhighregard.ThatiswhatJesus

meantwhenHesaid,"Loveyour

neighbor."

JesustoldHisParableoftheGood

Samaritan(Luke10:25-37)toshow

thata"neighbor"includesallpeople

oftheworld,eventhoseofdifferent

nationalitiesandreligions,even

enemies.InHisdescriptionofthe

FinalJudgment(Matthew25:31-46)

Jesusstatedexplicitlythatour

salvationdependsondoingwhatever

wecantohelpotherpeopleinneed.

LovingGodandlovingourneighbors

areinseparableconcepts;wecan't



trulyloveGodwithoutalsoloving

otherpeople(1John3:15-18,4:19-21,

James2:14-17).
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5395‬:Jewishtraditionteachesus

tocareforourplanetinorderto

preservethatwhichGodhascreated.

Psalm 24notes,"Theearthisthe

Lord'sandthefullnessthereof,"a

dramaticassertionofGod's

ownershipoftheland.Itfollows,

then,thatanyactthatdamagesour

earthisanoffenseagainstthe

propertyofGod.TheJewishconcept



of baltashchit,"donotdestroy,"

forbidsneedlessdestruction.

Judaism emphasizesourneedto

preserveournaturalresourcesand

generatenewonesforfuture

generations.TheTalmudtellsthe

storyofthesageChoni,whowas

walkingalongaroadwhenhesawa

manplantingacarobtree.Choni

asked,"Howlongwillittakeforthis

treetobearfruit?""Seventyyears,"

themanreplied.Chonithenasked,

"Areyousohealthythatyouexpect



tolivethatlengthoftimeandeat

itsfruit?"Themananswered,"I

foundafruitfulworldbecausemy

ancestorsplanteditforme.Likewise,

Iam plantingformychildren."In

fact,traditionvaluesthisconceptso

muchthattherabbisteachthatifa

manisplantingatreeandthe

messiahappears,heshouldfinish

plantingthetreebeforegoingto

greethim (Avotd'RebbeNatan 31b).

Weareencouraged l'vadahul'shamrah,

"totillandtotend,"tobecomethe



Earth'sstewards.InIsaiah41:17-18,

Godpromises,"I,theGodofIsrael,

willnotforsakethem.Iwillopen

riversinhighplacesandfountainsin

themidstofvalleys;Iwillmakethe

wildernessapoolofwaterandthe

drylandspringsofwater."Inother

words,weweregivenourplanetas

aloanfrom God,andweshould

worktopreserveit.

ClimateChange

Amongthemanyissuesfacingour



planet,climatechangeposesahuge

challengetoresourcedevelopment

andevendailyhabits.Addressing

climatechangerequiresustolearn

howtolivewithintheecological

limitsoftheearthsothatwewill

notcompromisetheecologicalor

economicsecurityofthosewho

comeafterus.

TheTorahcommands,"Justice,

justiceshallyoupursue"

(Deuteronomy16:20),andthus,our

energypolicymustalsobeequitable



andjust-andthecountriesmost

responsibleforclimatechangeshould

bethosemostresponsibleforfinding

asolutiontotheproblem.Judaism

alsounderscoresthemoral

imperativeofprotectingthepoorand

vulnerable:"Whenoneloves

righteousnessandjustice,theearth

isfulloftheloving-kindnessofthe

Eternal"(Psalms33:5).Indeed,poor

nationsarelikelytobearthebrunt

ofthenegativeimpactsassociated

withclimatechange.



Becauseoursacredtextsteachthat

humankindhasanobligationto

improvetheworldforfuture

generations,Jewishtradition

encouragesfamiliesandcommunities

toreducetheirwasteandmake

smartconsumerchoices,investingin

companiesthatdonotpolluteand

supportingbehaviorsandpoliciesthat

encourageconservation.

CleanWater

Asoneofthemostimportant



naturalresourcestohumanity's

survival,waterhasaspecialplacein

Jewishtradition,playingarolein

nearlyeverymajorstoryinthebible.

Isaac'swifewaschosenforhim ata

well;thebabyMoseswassaved

afterfloatingdownariver;the

Israeliteswerefreedwhenthered

seaparted;Miriam willforeverbe

rememberingbyhergiftofwaterto

theJewishpeopleinthedesert.Our

clean,freshwatersuppliesand

mineralresourcesarebeing

exhaustedbyindustrialand

populationgrowth,anditisvitalthat



weleadinconservationwhile

developingnaturalresources.Jewish

traditionhaslongadvocatedthat

localandnationalgovernmentstake

appropriatemeasurestoremoveor

amelioratethegrowingthreatsof

environmentalpollutionandtoafford

protectiontotheenvironment.

EnvironmentalHealth

Theprincipleof pikuachnefesh,

savinghumanlivesaboveallelse,is

ourgreatestmoralobligation.Weare



taught,"Youshallnotstandidlyby

thebloodofyourneighbor"

(Leviticus19:16),andto"chooselife,

thatyouandyourdescendantsmay

live"(Deuteronomy30:20).Itfollows,

then,thatJewishvaluescommand

ustopreservetheearthandits

variedlifeforoursakeandfor

generationstocome.Itisour

obligationtopreservehumanlifeby

educatingourselvesaboutthe

dangersofenvironmentalhealthrisks

andworkingtopreventthem forthe

sakeofallhumanity.



Asheirstoatraditionof

stewardshipthatgoesbackto

Genesisandteachesustobe

partnersintheongoingworkof

creation,wecannotacceptthe

escalatingdestructionofour

environmentanditseffectonhuman

healthandlivelihood.Itisoursacred

dutytoalleviateenvironmental

degradationandthehumansuffering

itcausesinsteadofdespoilingour

air,land,andwater.

Source: 
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5395‬:Formsofbaptism

Question:"Whataretheseven

baptismsmentionedintheBible,and

whatdotheymean?"

Answer: Historically, baptism hasbeen



usedasariteofinitiation,showing

theinductee’sentranceintoanew

belieforobservance.Baptism inthe

churchisalsoatokenofthe

forgivenessofsinsweexperienceat

salvation—inmuchthesameway

thatPilateattemptedtoshowhis

innocencebywashinghishandswith

water(Matthew27:24),Christians

showtheyarecleansedbyChrist

whentheyarebaptizedbywater.

SomeBiblestudentshaveidentified

sevenbaptismsinScripture.The



sevenbaptismsareusuallylistedas

beingthese:

1)Thebaptism ofMoses(1

Corinthians10:1–3)–whenthe

Israelitesweredeliveredfrom slavery

inEgypt,theywere“baptizedinto

Mosesinthecloudandinthesea.”

Thatis,theywereidentifiedwith

Mosesandhisdeliveranceby

passingthroughtheRedSeaand

followingGod’spresenceinthecloud

(Exodus13:21).Paulusesthisasa

comparisontothewaythat



ChristiansareidentifiedwithChrist

andHissalvation.Thosewho

followedMosespassedthroughthe

waterandwerethusinitiatedintoa

newlifeoffreedom andLaw-keeping;

thosewhofollowJesusChrist,who

isgreaterthanMoses,passthrough

thewatersofbaptism andarethus

initiatedtoanewlifeoffreedom

andgrace.

2)Thebaptism ofJohn(Mark1:4)–

asJohntheBaptistpreached

repentanceofsinsinpreparationfor



thecomingoftheMessiah,he

baptizedpeopleintheJordan.Those

whowere baptizedbyJohn were

showingtheirfaithinJohn’s

messageandtheirneedtoconfess

theirsin.In Acts18:24–25,adisciple

ofJohn’snamedApollospreachesin

Ephesus;however,onlyknowingthe

baptism ofJohnandtheneedfor

repentance,heneededtobefurther

instructedinthedeathand

resurrectionofChrist.Laterinthe

samecity, Acts19:1–7,Paul

encounterssomemorefollowersof

John.Thesediscipleshadbeen



baptizedforrepentance,butthey

hadnotheardofthenewbirthor

theHolySpirit.Paultaughtthem the

wholemessageofsalvationinChrist,

andtheyreceivedthemessageand

weresubsequentlybaptizedinJesus’

name.

3)Thebaptism ofJesus(Matthew

3:13–17)–thiswasJesus’actof

identifyingwithsinfulhumanity.

AlthoughJesusdidnotneedto

repentofsin,HecametoJohnto

bebaptized.Johnbalkedat



performingthebaptism,sayingthat

Jesusshouldbetheonebaptizing

him (Matthew3:13–14).ButJesus

toldJohntoproceedwiththe

baptism:“Letitbesonow;itis

properforustodothistofulfillall

righteousness”(verse15).Inthis

baptism,JesusputHisstampof

approvalonJohn’sministryandalso

beganHisown.AsJesuscameup

from thewater,theFatherspoke

from heaven,andtheHolySpirit

descendedinbodilyform uponJesus

(verses16–17).



4)Thebaptism offire(Matthew

3:11–12)–Johnprophesiedthat

Jesuswouldbaptizemen“withfire.”

ThisspeaksofJesus’judgingthe

worldforitssin(see John5:22).

Immediatelyaftermentioning

the baptism byfire,Johndescribes

Jesusasoverseeingaharvestto

come:“Hiswinnowingforkisinhis

hand,andhewillclearhisthreshing

floor,gatheringhiswheatintothe

barnandburningupthechaffwith

unquenchablefire”(verse12;

cf. Matthew13:24–30, 36–43).Those

whoarejudgedbyChristinthelast



daywillbecastintothelakeoffire

(Revelation20:15).

5)Thebaptism oftheHolySpirit

(Ephesians1:13–14; 1Corinthians12:13)

–JohnalsopredictedthatJesus

wouldbaptizemenwiththeHoly

Spirit(Matthew3:11).Thisisa

spiritualbaptism,anditisthe

baptism thatsavesus.Atsalvation,

weare“immersed”intheHolySpirit.

TheSpiritcoversus,indwellsus,fills

us,andmakesusapartofthe

spiritualbodyofChrist.The baptism



oftheSpirit iswhatinitiatesusinto

newlifeinChrist.Thefirstpeopleto

experiencethebaptism oftheSpirit

werethebelieversinActs2 onthe

DayofPentecost.Thespiritualentity

knownasthebodyofChristis

formedbythisbaptism:“Wewereall

baptizedbyoneSpiritsoastoform

onebody”(1Corinthians12:13).

6)Thebaptism ofthecross(Mark

10:35–39)–Jesususedthelanguage

ofbaptism torefertoHissufferings

(andthoseofHisdisciples).James



andJohn,theBoanerges,hadcome

toJesusaskingforaplaceofhonor

inthekingdom.Jesusaskedthem,

“Canyou...bebaptizedwiththe

baptism Iam baptizedwith?”(Mark

10:38).Theyrepliedthattheycould,

andJesusconfirmedit:“Youwill...

bebaptizedwiththebaptism Iam

baptizedwith”(verse39).The

“baptism”Jesusspeaksofhereis

thesufferingHewastoendure.

JamesandJohnwouldsuffer,as

well.



7)Thebaptism ofbelievers(Matthew

28:19)–thisisawashinginwater

tosymbolizetheactionoftheHoly

Spiritinabeliever’sheart.Believer’s

baptism isoneofthetwoordinances

giventothechurch.Different

churchespracticedifferent modesof

baptism,butallwhofollowChrist

shouldbebaptized,sinceitis

commandedbyourLord.Water

baptism picturessomewonderful

spiritualtruths.Whenwearesaved,

weare“buried”withChristand

“rise”tonewnessoflife;oursins

are“washedaway,”andweare



cleansed.ItisSpiritbaptism that

savesus,butwaterbaptism isour

outwardexpressionofthatevent.

“Allofuswhowerebaptizedinto

ChristJesuswerebaptizedintohis

death[.]Wewerethereforeburied

withhim throughbaptism intodeath

inorderthat,justasChristwas

raisedfrom thedeadthroughthe

gloryoftheFather,wetoomaylive

anewlife”(Romans6:3–4).

Ofthesevenbaptismsfoundin

Scripture,onlytwoareofpersonal



significancetotheChristiantoday:

thebaptism oftheHolySpirit(that

savesus)andbeliever’swater

baptism (thatidentifiesuswiththe

church).Theotherbaptismswere

uniquelyforothertimes,limitedto

certainpeople,or(inthecaseofthe

baptism offire)stillfuture.

[25/046:08PM]‪+26378590

5395‬:*SALVATION**IN*

*CHRISTIANITY*

Salvationisdeliverancefrom danger



orsuffering.Tosaveistodeliveror

protect.Thewordcarriestheideaof

victory,health,orpreservation.

Sometimes,theBibleusesthewords

savedor

salvationtorefertotemporal,

physicaldeliverance,suchasPaul’s

deliverancefrom prison(Philippians

1:19)

Moreoften,theword“salvation”

concernsaneternal,spiritual

deliverance.WhenPaultoldthe



Philippianjailerwhathemustdoto

besaved,hewasreferringtothe

jailer’seternaldestiny(Acts16:30-31).

Jesusequatedbeingsavedwith

enteringthekingdom ofGod

(Matthew19:24-25).

Whatarewesavedfrom ?Inthe

Christiandoctrineofsalvation,we

aresavedfrom “wrath,”thatis,

from God’sjudgmentofsin(Romans

5:9;1Thessalonians5:9).Oursinhas

separatedusfrom God,andthe



consequenceofsinisdeath(Romans

6:23).Biblicalsalvationreferstoour

deliverancefrom theconsequenceof

sinandthereforeinvolvesthe

removalofsin.

Whodoesthesaving?OnlyGodcan

removesinanddeliverusfrom sin’s

penalty(2Timothy1:9;Titus3:5).

HowdoesGodsave?IntheChristian

doctrineofsalvation,Godhas

rescuedusthroughChrist(John3:17).

Specifically,itwasJesus’deathon



thecrossandsubsequent

resurrectionthatachievedour

salvation(Romans5:10;Ephesians

1:7).Scriptureisclearthatsalvation

isthegracious,undeservedgiftof

God(Ephesians2:5,8)andisonly

availablethroughfaithinJesusChrist

(Acts4:12)

Howdowereceivesalvation?We

aresavedbyfaith.First,wemust

hearthegospel—thegoodnewsof

Jesus’deathandresurrection

(Ephesians1:13).Then,wemust



believe—fullytrusttheLordJesus

(Romans1:16).Thisinvolves

repentance,achangingofmind

aboutsinandChrist(Acts3:19),and

callingonthenameoftheLord

(Romans10:9-10,13).

AdefinitionoftheChristiandoctrine

ofsalvationwouldbe“The

deliverance,bythegraceofGod,

from eternalpunishmentforsin

whichisgrantedtothosewho

acceptbyfaithGod’sconditionsof

repentanceandfaithintheLord



Jesus.”Salvationisavailablein

Jesusalone(John14:6;Acts4:12)

andisdependentonGodalonefor

provision,assurance,andsecurity.
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5395‬:*DELIVERANCE?*

MainHebrewwordsintheOld

Testament,translated''todeliver'':

-yasha=salvation,deliverance;used

205times('Jeshua'istheJewish

form ofthename'Jesus',itmeans

'Godsaves');



-shamar=toprotect,toguard,to

deliver;used468times

IntheNewTestament,hereare

someGreekwordstranslated''to

deliver'':

-sozo=tosave,deliver,heal,protect;

used110times:Mat1:21,8:25,Jn3:17;

Jn12:27;Acts16:31;

-rhuomai=torescue,todeliver;used



18times:Mat6:13,27:43;Lk1:74;

Rom7:24,11:26,15:31,2Cor1:10,

Col.1:13,1Thes1:10,2Tim3:11,4:17,18;

2Pet2:7,9

-exaireo=totearout,topluckout,to

deliver;used8times:Mat5:29,18:9;

Acts7:10,34,12:11,23:27,26:17;Gal1:4;

-apallasso=torelease,tochange

away,todeliver;used3times:

Luke12:58;Acts19:12;Heb2:15.



*HereareDELIVERANCESfrom God

forman:*

*01.--DELIVERANCEFROM

PUNISHMENTFORSIN(HELL)*

Jesuspaidonthecrossforoursins

andthosewhotrustinHim are

deliveredfrom goingtohell:Is53:5,

Rom6:23,Jn3:14-20,6:47,11:25-26;

1Thes1:10

*02.--DELIVERANCEFROM THE



PRESENCEOFOURSINNATURE*

Wearebornwithasinnatureand

wehaveituntilwedie;wecommit

sinsbecausewehaveasinnature:

1Jn1:8,Rom3:23,7:14-25,8:10;

Ecl7:20,5:12;Jer17:9;

*03.--DELIVERANCEFROM THE

POWERANDSLAVERYOFOURSIN

NATURE*

Itcomesthroughlivinginfellowship



withChristundertheleadingofthe

HolySpirit,Christiansarenolonger

slavesofsin;wehavetheoptionto

withstandtheinitiationsofoursin

naturebyrespondingtoGod's

initiations:Gal5:16;Rom6:1-14,8:1-13,

13:14,1Pet2:11

*04.--DELIVERANCEFROM SATAN

ANDHISDEMONS'AUTHORITY:*

Col1:13,Acts26:18whenonereceives

Jesusheismovedfrom Satan's

kingdom intoJesus'kingdom;a



Christianstillhastheoptionto

followdemons'initiationsbuthewill

bechastisedbyGod:Jn1:12,Heb12:6,

1Cor10:21,22;aChristianisthe

templeoftheHolySpiritand

thereforecan'tbepossessedby

demons:1Cor3:16,6:19,2Cor6:16;

*05.--DELIVERANCEFROM THE

INFLUENCEOFTHEWORLD

SYSTEM*

Theworldsystem iscontrolledby

Satanandbythesinnatureofman;



Col3:1,2;Gal1:4,1Jn2:15-17

*06.--DELIVERANCEFROM SELF*

Itcomesbyreckoningthatwehave

diedwithChrist,wehavebeen

raisedwithChristandplacedinthe

heavenlyplacesGal2:20,Col3:3,

Phil3:20,Eph1:3,2Cor5:14-15;Lk22:42:

'notmywillbutyoursbedone...'

*07.--DELIVERANCEFROM LIFE

SITUATIONS:*sicknesses,trials,



temptations1Cor10:13,James5:14-15;

2Tim3:11

*DELIVERANCE*isdefinedas“a

rescuefrom bondageordanger.”In

theOldTestament,deliveranceis

focusedprimarilyonGod’s

deliveranceinthemidstoftroubleor

danger.HerescuesHispeoplefrom

theirenemies(1Sam17:37;2Kings20:6),

andfrom thehandofthewicked

(Ps7:2;17:13;18:16-19;59:2).He

preservesthem from famine(Ps33:19),

death(Ps22:19-21),andthegrave



(Ps56:13;86:13;Hosea13:14).The

moststrikingexampleofdeliverance

istheexodusfrom Egypt(Ex3:8;6:6;

8:10),GodbeingtheDelivererof

IsraelwhorescuesHispeople,not

becausetheydeservetoberescued,

butasanexpressionofHismercy

andlove(Ps51:1;71:2;86:13).

Thedescriptionsoftemporal

deliveranceintheOldTestament

serveassymbolicrepresentationsof

thespiritualdeliverancefrom sin

whichisavailableonlythroughChrist.



Heoffersdeliverancefrom mankind’s

greatestperil—sin,evil,deathand

judgment.ByGod’spower,believers

aredeliveredfrom thispresentevil

age(Gal1:4)andfrom thepowerof

Satan’sreign(Col1:13).Allaspectsof

deliveranceareavailableonlythrough

thepersonandworkofJesusChrist,

whowasHimselfdeliveredupforus

(Rom4:25)sothatwewouldbe

deliveredfrom eternalpunishmentfor

sin,the“wrathtocome”(1Thess1:10).

Anotheraspectofdeliverance



concernsthetemporal.While

believersaredeliveredonceforall

timefrom eternalpunishment,we

arealsodeliveredIN(notalways

FROM)thetrialsofthislife(2Pet2:9);

itmeansthatGodkeepsyou

victoriousinatrialwithoutremoving

thetrial,asGodiswalkingthrough

thetrialsbyourside,comfortingand

encouragingusthroughthem asHe

usesthem tomatureusinthefaith

(1Cor10:13).

Inthesecases,totalrescueisnot



immediate,butinduetime,after

patiencehashaditsperfectwork

(Jam1:2-4,12).

Peoplearelookingmoreforthe

*DELIVERANCEFROM EVILSPIRITS*

orthespiritoflust,jealousy,etc.

It’simportanttounderstandthat,as

believers,wealreadyhaveeternal

victoryoverSatananddemons.But

wecanbedeliveredfrom their

influenceinourlivesbyusingtwo

weaponsGodhasgivenusaspart

ofourSPIRITUALARMORwithwhich



webattle“againstthepowersof

thisdarkworldandagainstthe

spiritualforcesofevilintheheavenly

realms”(Eph6:12-17),weaponsare:

*THESHIELDOFFAITHandthe

offensiveweaponofTHEWORDOF

GOD.*

Againstthesetwoweapons,nospirit

canprevailIs54:17.Byholdingup

theshieldoffaith,weextinguishthe

flamingspiritualarrowstheysend

againstus,arrowsoflust,doubt,



guilt,jealousy,evilspeech,andall

manneroftemptations.Withthe

swordoftheSpirit,whichisthe

WordofGod,weovercometheevil

onebylearningthetruthaboutwho

weareinChristandprovingSatan's

temptationstobeliesbecauseheis

thefatheroflies(Jn8:44).Bythe

offensiveweaponoftheTruth,we

overcometheevilone(1Jn2:14)

Deliverancefrom sin,rescuefrom

trials,andescapefrom theinfluence

ofaworldinthecontroloftheevil



onecomeonlythroughChrist,the

SonofGodwhohascomeand“has

givenusunderstanding,sothatwe

mayknowhim whoistrue.Andwe

areinhim whoistrue—eveninhis

SonJesusChrist.Heisthetrue

Godandeternallife”(1Jn5:19,20)

The“DELIVERANCEMINISTRIES”of

ourdayswillusuallyfocusonthe

castingoutofdemonsinanattempt

tosolveproblemsrelatedinfactto

thesinnature.Forexample,a

deliveranceministermayseekto



helpsomeoneovercomeangerby

castingoutaspiritofanger,which

isnotdoctrinal:deliverancefrom

angercomesbystudyingaboutthe

love,kindnessandforgivenessof

God.Notallsinsaretobeblamed

ondemonsbutonoursinnature

andman'swillthatisnotsubmitted

toGod.

The'healers'basicallyclaim tocast

outdemonsfrom thosebelievers

insteadofteachingthem thebiblical

deliverance:mindrenewalRom12:1-2,



whichmeanstoteachthem the

BibleCol3:16andtowalkin

obediencetodoctrine.Healersalso

claim tobinddemons'workinone's

lifewhichisnotdoctrinal:demons

continuetooperatefreelybeing

allowedbyGodtodosountilthe

appointedtimewhentheywillbe

castintothelakeoffireMat8:29.

Duringthe1000yearsreignofChrist

ontheearthdemonswillbebound

intheabyss(hell)butunregenerate

menwillstillsin.



Wearetoldtoputonthearmorto

standagainstspiritualwickedness

(Eph6:10–18).Wearetoldtoresist

thedevilbysubmittingtoGod

(Jam4:7)andnotgivehim room in

ourlives(Eph4:27).AChristiancan't

bedemonpossessedbuthecanbe

influencedbydemonsthrough

doctrinesofdemons1Tim.4:1and

temptations.Judaswaspossessed

bySatanLuke22:3butSatanonly

influencedPeterinMat16:21-23.

Someonewhobelievesdoctrinesof



demonscan'tbehelpedby

''deliverancesessionsofcastingout

demons''butbyhearingand

believingtherightdoctrine.

Atrulydemonpossessedpersonhas

supernaturalpower,breakingeven

chains:Mark5:3,abletooverpower7

people:Acts19:14-16andhas

supernaturalknowledgeActs16:17.

Demonpossessedpeoplecanonly

besetfreebyprayertoGod,while

peopleinfluencedbydemonscan

onlybesetfreebyreceivingJesus



astheirSaviorandbylearningto

usetheshieldoffaithandthe

SwordoftheSpirit-theWordof

God.

JesusexplainedinMat.12:44thata

demonthatischasedawaymight

comebackifthehouse(heart)is

notoccupiedbytheHolySpirit

throughreceivingJesusasSavior.

Whenthedisciplesdiscoveredthat

demonsweresubjecttothem inthe

nameandauthorityofJesus,they



werejoyful(Lk10:17;Acts5:16;8:7;

16:18;19:12).ButJesustoldthe

disciples,“Donotrejoiceinthis,that

thespiritsaresubjecttoyou,but

rejoicethatyournamesarerecorded

inheaven”(v.20).

Theemphasisinspiritualwarfareis

highlightedinversessuchas1

Jn.4:4,“You,dearchildren,arefrom

Godandhaveovercomethem,

becauseTHEONEWHOISINYOU

ISGREATERTHANTHEONEWHO

ISINTHEWORLD[THEDEVIL].”



Thevictoryisoursbecauseofthe

HolySpiritandJesuswhodwell

withinus.Believerscanovercome

theirstruggleswiththepast,habits,

andaddictions,because“everyone

bornofGodovercomestheworld”

(1Jn5:4,5).Weneedfellowshipwith

Christ,prayer,theWordofGod,

godlycounsel,faithandthesupport

ofagoodchurch,butnota

“deliveranceminister.”

Wearetoldto“beALERTANDOF

SOBERMIND.Yourenemythedevil



prowlsaroundlikearoaringlion

lookingforsomeonetodevour.

RESISTHIM,STANDINGFIRM IN

THEFAITH''(notbygoingtothe

'deliveranceminister')1Pet5:8–10

JesuschasedSatannotthrougha

'deliveranceministry'butwiththe

weaponoftheWord:''itiswritten'',

seeMat4:4,Luke4:4;demonsflee

whenyoubelieveandapplythe

WordofGod.

ThekeytovictoryintheChristian



lifeistobefilled(controlledand

empowered)bytheHolySpiritona

moment-by-momentbasis(Eph5:18).

TheFatherknowswhoareHis:

“ThosewhoareledbytheSpiritof

GodarethechildrenofGod”

(Rom.8:14).TheHolySpiritwillnot

indwellanyonewhoisnotborn

again(Jn3:3–8;2Tim2:19;Acts1:8;

Rom8:9;1Cor3:16),sothefirststep

inspiritualvictoryistoplaceour

faithinJesusChrist.Then,rejoice

thatJesusisinyouandyouhave

HispowerandHisvictory.



Amen.
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5395‬:Rolesandstatusofwomen



inIndigenousreligion

Ifwelookfirstattherelationsof

productioninpre-colonialZimbabwe,

itseemsthatwomenwereexcluded

from accesstolandintheirown

right,althoughtheycouldanddid

investinlivestock(whichofcourse

requiredlandonwhichtograze),the

proceedsoftheirownskilledlabour

innon-agriculturalpursuits(Beach,

1980).Althoughwomenwere

economicallyactiveinagriculturalas

wellascraftproduction,andhad



somecontrolovergrainstores,they

didnotcontrolthemeansof

productioninagricultureand

metallurgy,butinsteadprovidedmuch

ofthelabourrequiredforthese

occupations(Beach,1980;

Mackenzie,1975).Oneofthemajor

reasonsfortheexclusionofwomen

from directcontrolofthemeansof

productionandthefamilyproductlay

inthepaymentofbrideweaith(room,

lobolo),whichnotonlytransferred

rightsinawoman'slabourand

reproductivecapacityfrom herown

familytothatofherhusband,



butalsoindemnifiedherfamilyfor

thisloss.Forthesereasons,itis

possibletoregardwomeninpre-

colonialsocietyascomprisingan

equivalenttotheclassoflabourin

industrialsystemsofproduction.This

classequivalencehelpstoexplain

otherfeaturesofwomen'spositionsin

thepre-colonialsystem.

InZimbabweansociety,itistrue—

withoneortwonotableexceptions

— thattheonlyrolefrom which

womenweresystematicallyexcluded

wasthatofformalpolitico-jurai

authoritywhich,amongother



functions,controlledtheallocation

ofland.Theheadwomenin

ManicalandandMakoede,andthe

Nehoreka(Charewa)chiefsfalpinthe

Mutokodistrict,providetheonly

recordedexceptionstothisruleof

femaleexclusionfrom political

authority.1Informally,however,'itis

probablethatwomenalwayshad

moresayinSfaonasocietythanwas

formallyadmitted'(Bourdillon,1976,

72).

However,Shonawomendidexercise

authorityinotherroles:as

mothers,especiallyovertheir



daughters;asvatete,particularlyover

theeducationoftheirbrothers'

children;asancestors,overthe

reproductivecapacityoftheir

femaledescendants(althoughthe

degreetowhichwomenwereable

tocontroltheirownfecundityisless

certain);asproducersorservice-

workerspossessingspecialskills(in

potteryorhealing,forexample),over

theproceedsoftheirownwork;

asmothersofmarrieddaughtersfor

whom room hadbeenpaid,over

property.Butasproperty-owners,

womenexperiencedmoredifficulty



thanmeninincreasingtheirauthority

throughaccumulatingproperty,for,

asHolleman(1952,352)indicates,

withrespecttothecolonialperiod,

'moreoftenthannotthe

essentialneedsofherchildrenand

otherblood-relativeswillforceherto

disposeofherstockbeforetheyhave

hadtimetoincrease'.Menmay

indeedhaveconservedtheirown

propertyholdingsastheirwivesniet

suchneedsfrom their

livestock:certainlytodaymotherswill

gotoextraordinarylengthstokeep

theirchildreninschool,longafter



theirhusbandshavegivenuptrying

tofindthenecessarycash.Evenin

thismatterofproperty,however,the

distributionofawoman'sestateafter

herdeathappearstohavebeen

justifiedwithreferencetoher

mysticalcapacity,asaspirit,tocause

harm,ratherthanbyhernatural

productivecapacityasaworker.

Femaleauthoritygrewovertime,in

muchthesamewayasdidthatof

men.Whilethenewly-marriedwife

hadalmostnoauthorityinher

husband'shome,bythetimeshehad

acquiredgrandchildren,shehad



normallybecomeaforceto

bereckonedwithinmostifnotall

mattersaffectingbothhernatal

family(astete)andherhusband's

family(asmother-in-iaw).Commonly,

post-menopausalwomenbecamea

typeof'honorarymale'invillage

society,havinglostthemystical

influenceassociatedwith

menstruation,abandoneddomestic

responsi-bilitiestotheworkof

youngerwomen,andacquired

personalproperty.Nonetheless,their

influencetendedtoremainoutof

sight,intheprivatedomain:even



elderlywomendidnotnormally

frequentthemaleworldofpublic

decision-makinginthedare,This

expansionofawoman'sauthority

wasrelatednotonlytoherownlife-

cyclebutalsotothecyclesof

developmentexperiencedbyboththe

familyintowhichshehadbeenborn

andthatintowhichshehadmarried.

Themostpowerfulwomentendedto

belongtothemostinfluentialfamilies.

Arguablythemostinterestingand

ambiguousroleofauthorityoccupied

bywomeninthepre-coionialperiod

wasthatofspiritmediumship.Those



spiritswhoplayaprominentpartin

thepublicdomain,both

autochthonousspiritssuchas

Chaminukaandthemhondorospirits

ofdeceasedchiefs,are

predominantlymale.Buttheir

mediums,whorelaythespirits'

messagestotheliving,wereandare

aslikelytobewomenasmen.The

mostfamousexampleis,of

course,Charwe,themedium of

Neeanda,whowasexecutedbythe

colonialadminis-trationin1898for

herroleinthedeathofaNative

Commissionerduringthe



firstchimurenga.

Asvikiroorspiritmedium livedand

stilllivesalifeapartfrom normal

peopleinthe'profane*world.Indeed,

somechildren,bothmaleandfemale,

wereandaremarkedforreligious

servicefrom averyearlyageand

neverleada'normal'life:binga-nyika

were(andare?)dedicatedtospecific

mhondoro(Neusu,1983,1),whileat

thecentralshrinesoftheMwaricult

theyoungdancers,bothmale

andfemale(respectively,hossanah

andmbonga),were(andare)ina

similarposition,althoughtheymight



laterbemarriedtoseniorcult

officialsinoutlyingdistrictsand

becomemediumsforancestralspirits

(midzimu)incorporatedintothis

cult(Daneel,1970,49-52).However,

manypeoplewholaterbecome

mediumsmarryandbearchildren

beforeexhibitingthosebehavioural

symptomswhichadivinerwill

diagnoseasbeingcausedbyaspirit

wantingto'comeout'

throughpossessiontrance.Butafter

thisdiagnosishasbeenmade,the

medium'slifeis'sacralized'.Ideallyhe

orshewilltheneffectivelyterminate



sexualactivityintheroleofspouse

andmoveintoseparateliving

quartersinorderbettertomeet

theneedsofthespirit.Reproduction

shouldcease(althoughsometimes

'spiritchildren'doappear!),andall

other'normal'domesticchoresand

childcareareundertakenby

assistants.(Thispatterncertainly

fittedCharwe,whoisreportedby

colonialauthoritiestohavehadtwo

children,whichNeusu(1983)

acceptswhilerejectingMutunhu's

(1976)attempttoportrayherasa

normalmarriedwoman.)Themedium



becomesidentifiedwiththespirit,

eventhoughhisorherbehaviour

whilepossessedisclearly

distinguishedfrom thatwhennot

possessed.Theauthorityofthespirit

overridesthepriorsocialidentityof

themedium;anditispossiblethata

skilledmedium mayevenincrease

theimportance,inthespiritual

hierarchy,ofhisorherspirit(Fry,

1976).

Intheroleofspiritmedium,then,

thefactofbeingfemalewasand

continuestobeirrelevanttothe

exerciseofspiritualauthority.At



leastinpart,thisisbecausethe

demandsofthemalespiritareby

definitionlegitimate,evenwhen

theseinterferewiththe'modalsocial

personality'of'woman*.Inother

partsofAfrica,womenarereported

touse— and,intermsoftheir

'normal'roles,perhapsabuse—their

possessionbymalespiritstoescape

theirstandardizedfemaleidentity,

ortomakedemandsontheir

husbandsformaterialgoodsand

specialtreatmentthatarenotpartof

theirnormalexpectations(Lewis,

1971).Religiousrolesintraditional



beliefsystemsthereforeaffordedand

continuetoaffordexceptionalwomen,

whorefusetoconform tothe

standardfemale'socialpersonality',

anescaperouteintoindividualized

positionsofpoweraswellas

authority,basedontraditionalreligion.

Aparticularlyintriguingexamplein

Zimbabweofwomen'sinfluenceon

societalmattersfrom apositionof

religiousauthorityisgivenbyanearly

colonial(male)administrator:

Asalreadymentioned,awoman

namedWanawoisthepresent

TswikiroorWamvura.Inaboutthe



year1914amalenativenamedKativu

spreadthenewsaroundthedistrict

thathewasthepropermedium or

Newanafortheancestralspirit.

Charewa[thefemalechiefwithwhose

positionWanawowasassociatedas

medium]complainedtome.Ihad

Kativubroughtupandorderedhim

toceasehisfraudulent

representations.Hecompliedwithout

demur....Wanawohadbehaved

herself.Shehadwieldedher

powerwithdiscretionandinthe

interestsofthetribe.Shewas

popularandrespectedbyall,and



IwasnotpreparedtoallowKativuto

interfereandspoilthepresent

satisfactoryarrangement.Naturallythe

Tswikirohasanall-powerfulinfluence

onthepeople,andthatinfluencemay

beexercisedforgoodorevil.That

thepresentWamvura(female

medium)hasabeneficialinfluenceon

herpeoplethereislittledoubt.The

Wabujaareoneofthemostlaw-

abidingandamenabletribesin

Mashonaland,andthisisinagreat

measureduetotheinfluenceofthis

woman.TheMondorohasdeclared

throughherthatthelawsof



theGovernmentmustbeobeyed,and

itispleasingtonotethatthe

immediatefollowers...settheexample

bypromptlypayinginfullthewhole

amountofannualtaxduebythem

onthedayitisdemanded.Alsoall

crimescommittedinthatsectionare

immediatelyreportedtotheproper

authorityanddelinquentsare

arrestedandbroughttojusticewith

theleastpossibledelay.Thereis

muchIcouldwriteaboutthis

interestingcharacter...(Morkel,1930,

13).

Asthisexampleshows,the



defendersofreligioustradition,

whetherfemaleormalemediums,

wereparadoxicallyinapositionto

defineand,therefore,tochangethat

tradition,notleastbecausereligious

authorityoverrodeandtosomeextent

determinedthesecularpolitical

authoritynormallywieldedby

men.However,inthis-particularcase

oftheNehorekachiefship,secular

politicalauthoritywasalsovestedina

woman,anditisinterestingthatshe

complainedtothecolonialauthorities

aboutwhatcouldbeinterpretedasa

maleattempttocontrolherselfrather



thanthefemaleincumbentofthe

mediumship.2InShonasocieties,it

wasandisthesvikiroofthe

mhondoro(inbothcases,inthis

instance,usuallymale)whochooses,

inaccordanceasmuchwithpublic

opinionasancestralvalidation,a

deceasedchiefssuccessor;andwho

continuestoexerciseultimate

authority,throughhisorher

communicationwiththechiefly

ancestors,overthelivingchief.Clearly,

therewasatleastonecontextin

traditionalsocietyinwhichwomen

couldwieldessentiallypolitical



authority,preciselybecauseitwasnot

solabelled.

Onemightalsonotethatwomen's

power,asfemalespiritsrather

thanmediums,wasoftenassociated

withrain,includingamongtheTonga

asmpandespirits(Weinrich,1977).

AmongtheShona,malespiritsalso

bringrain,butitisinterestingthat

Kamva'srain-makingcapacitycauses

him toberegarded,inpartsofthe

northeast,asthe'wife',bfDzivaguru

(Bourdillon,1978,242).Of

manyexamplesoffemaleraie-making

spirits,Ishalluseonlyone,the



legendofMureri.Thedaughterofa

chiefwhospottedstraycattle,

-.Mureriwasangeredbyherbrother's

appropriationofthosecattleand

insultedbyhisactioninofferingher

asmallfragmentofthecookedmeat

from oneofthem becauseshewas

'onlyawoman'(Barr,1946,60).In

retaliation,thelegendsays,Mureri

hangedbothherbrother'schildand

herself,butmitigatedheractionby

promisingtobringraintoherfather's

peoplewhenrequested.Rainis,of

course,criticaltodrylandagriculture,

andrain-makingisthereforeasource



ofsignificantpowerinsociety.Where

femalespiritscontrolrain,they

contradictthegenerallypowerless

positionofordinarywomenand

provideanalternativemodelof

femalecapabilities.

Inasmallminorityofareas,however,

womenalsowieldedpolitical

authorityassuch.Bazeley(1940,3)

notesthattheauthorityof

headwomenintheMutasaareawas

legitimatedbythespiritmedium of

Nyamandota(possibly,but

notexplicitlynotedinthelegendsto

be,awoman?).Henotesfurther,



withexplicitdisapproval,the'irregular

marriagecustoms'andloosemorals'

ofthesewomen,allofwhom were

thedaughtersofchiefs,whichhe

sawas'extremelybadexamplestoall

theManyikawomen'(1940,4).This

viewwasfairlycommonamongWhite

settlersgenerallyand,asGaidzanwa

(1985)shows,nowalsoinformsBlack

stereotypesaboutwomenwhodo

notfitthe'modalsocialpersonality'.

Ranger(1985)hasnotedhowearly

Whiteadministratorswerehorrifiedby

theextentoffemaleindependence

amongtheNdebeleinthe1890s,and



setaboutmakingdivorcemore

difficultbyinsistingonhigh

bridewealthpayments.Sloan(1923,61)

remarkedonthefactthatitwasthe

'morallyweakamongstthenative

womenwhoare,forthepresent,

forcedbytheireconomicsituationto

betheleadersofwomen'sthought'.

But,asBazeley(1940,4)noted,'if

theirmoralswereweak,their

capacityforgovernmentwas

exceptionallystrong'.Heexamined

nineheadwomenintheUmtaliand

Inyanga(nowMutareandNyanga)

districtsasspecificexamples,showing



thattwowerenotreplacedafter

deathprimarilybecausetheirland

hadbeentakenbyWhites;threewere

simplynotreplacedafterdeath;two

werereplacedbymen;andtwowere

thenstillalive.Thetraditionof

femaleauthoritywas,asBazeley

(1940,3)putit,'aninstitutionwhich

israpidlydisappearing'.Insummary,

then,itwouldappearthat— inat

leastsomesituationsinpre-colonial

Zimbabwe,whichextendedinto

colonialtimes— women'sroleswere

notonlydifferentiatedbutincluded

thoseofreligiousandpolitical



authority,notwithstandingtheirgeneral

exclusionfrom areasofsecular

decision-makingreservedformen.So

whathashappenedtointerruptthis

storyandtosuperimposeonwomen

themodalfemale'socialpersonality'

whichappearstobecharacteristic

today?Ishallarguethatthemain

causehasbeen

ideological,notwithstandingimportant

materialchangeswhichhaveaffected

womeninZimbabweansocietyduring

thecolonialperiod.
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5395‬:SekuruFridayChisanyu



STATUSOFWOMENINIR

INAfricanreligion,womenencourage

hardworkandindustrialisationfor

sustainabledevelopment.Theyplay

animportantroleindesigningand

implementinghealthsystemsinvolving

traditionalmedicinesandspirit

possession.Theyplayvitalrolesin

thedevelopmentofAfrican

programmes.

Asaresult,theyarehighly



recognisedintheeconomicsystems

bytherulingleaders.

Inaddition,theyrunmostofthe

familyaffairs.Itisundisputablethat

Africanwomenarethemajor

producersoffoodthrough

subsistencefarming.Africanwomen

havethenaturalknowledgeonhow

totilltheland,usenaturalresources

andmaintainitsconservation.Thisis

becausetheyspendmostoftheir

timeeitherwiththefamilyorinthe

fields.



Astheyconductfarming,theyend

upacquiringknowledgeonmedicinal

plantsforinfantimmunisationand

adulttreatment.

Mostofdomesticdutiesweredone

andarestillbeingdonebywomen

oftheAfricanreligion.Theseduties

includeproducingfood,storage,

distributionandcooking.

Unfortunately,colonialism largely

affectedthevalueofAfrican

women’srolesandresponsibilitiesin



thecommunities.TheAfricanwomen

haveinheritedknowledgefrom other

religions.

InAfricanreligion,mostspiritual

processessuchasthebrewingof

beerforrituals,burialsandother

suchfunctionsareconductedby

women.Theyalsoleadinsongand

danceatsuchevents.

Sellingoftraditionalandlocal

medicineisalsodonebywomen.

Somehaveevenwonawardsinthis



field.Theyremainthemostvaluable

assetsasthecustodiansof

traditionalmedicines.Womenleadin

theselectionoftraditionalmedicines

forpreventionandtreatmentof

diseases,marriageprotection,virginity

managementandleadership.African

womenareconsideredtobe

spirituallycleanandtrustworthy.In

Africanreligion,thehighlyrecognised

spiritspossessmorewomenthan

men.Thesespiritswillbeincharge

ofdifferenttribes.Religiondiffers

from onegeographicalareatothe

next.ThesepossessedAfrican



womenshareinformationinhealth,

agricultureandremediestoAfrican

problems.Theyareinterestedinthe

wellbeingofthewomen,children

andmenofthenation.Theywere

thefacilitatorsoftherulesand

regulationsfrom thespiritsinmost

Africancountries.

Oraleducationontheconservation

ofbiodiversityandscaredareas

remainverypowerfulinAfrican

religionuptothisday.



Africanwomenindirectlyrulethe

wholeofAfricaintheircapacityas

Africanmothers.Theyhavemoral

andspiritualpowersacquiredthrough

birth.InsomeAfricancountries,

Queenswereheadsofstate

deputisedbymen.Evenintraditional

healers’associationsand

governments,theystilloccupyvery

seniorpositions.Africanwomenare

regardedasthebestintermsof

influenceandmotivation.

Africanwomenarealsothebest



caregivers,theyhaveaverylow

rateofdiscrimination.They

participateinverydifficultsituations

withintheirfamiliesandcommunities.

Alotofleadershaveemergedfrom

theAfricanreligion.Africanwomen

werealsodirectlyandindirectly

involvedintheliberationwar.They

providedfoodandtraditional

medicinetothefighters.Sometook

partasfreedom fightersandgained

recognitionasheroines.



However,aspeacemakers,women

oftendiscourageconflictsandthe

useofharmfultraditionalmedicines.

Indeed,theydeservetobepraised.

SekuruFridayChisanyuisthe

founderandpresidentofZimbabwe

NationalPractionersAssociation.
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5395‬:TheroleofAncestors

FunctionsofAncestralspirits

1.Theyareintermediators/mediators



betweenthepeopleandthe

SupremeBeing.M.F.C,Bourdillon

arguesthatancestorsarebilingual.

-TheyspeakthelanguagethatGod

hearsandthelanguagetheliving

canunderstand.--Theyknowwhat

thepeopleareaftersincetheyhad

beenthere,andsincetheyarenow

inthespiritualworld,theyknowbest

howtoapproachGod,

-AfricansfeelsmalltoapproachGod

directlysotheneedtousethe

ancestralspiritsasawaytoshow

respectandcourtesytowardsGod



whomustbeapproachedwith

humilityandreverence.

-AnAfricanpersondoesnot

approachanelderdirectly,butdoes

sothroughhisjunior.

-AncestralSpiritsarealways

appeasedwithsomeceremoniesso

astoperform theirintermediaryrole

satisfactorily.

2.Theyareprotectorsandguardians

ofthepeople.Africansbelievethe

worldhasmysteriousforceswhich

beyondhumanityconception,for



example,evilspirits,naturaldisasters,

sorcerersetc.

-Humanitycanonlycopewiththese

forcesonlywiththeguardianshipand

securityprofferedbytheancestral

spiritsthatcanwadeoffthese

forcesthatthreatenthewellbeingof

theliving.

3.Theydonotcauseharm,but

misfortuneshappenwhenthey

withdrawtheirprotectioninprotest

orasasignoftheirangerandthe

familybecomesvulnerabletothese

forces.



-Ritualsareconductedtoplacate

them sothattheywon’twithdraw

theirprotection.Theyalsomaintain

peaceandharmonyinthefamily.

4.Theyfightevilspiritsanddrive

them awayfrom theirfamily

descendantswheretheyonce

belonged.Peopleareunitedthrough

ceremoniesheldintheirhonour.

Peoplegatherinfriendly,peaceful

andhappyceremoniestovenerate

ancestors.

5.Theyinfluencepropermoral

behaviouronpeople;theyshapethe



moralityofthepeople.Thisisdone

throughtheissueofrewardand

punishment.Thosewhoabidebythe

restrictionsarerewardedandthose

whobreaktaboosarepunished.

6.Theymeettheexpectationsof

peopleintheireverydaylife.They

ensurefertilitybothofthelandand

ofthepeople.Whenawoman

begetschild,theancestorsare

thanked.

7.Theyprotectpeopleatdangerous

workingplaces,academicendeavours,

goodyields/bumperharvests,and



marriages(etc)invariousenterprises.

8.Someareguardiansand

protectorsoftheland,forexample,

territorialspirits.Theyarebelievedto

guardagainstforeign

invasion/enemies.
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5395‬:FRSSAMPLEQUESTIONS

ADVANCEDLEVEL

1ThedefinitionofReligionis

incompleteandmisleadingwithout

theinclusionofIndigenous

Religion.Discuss



2TheattributesofGodin

IndigenousReligiohhasastrongbias

towardstheIsraeliticGod.Discuss.

3Analysetheconceptof

Dziva/Perenialriverinthelightof

God'sprovidenceinIndigenous

Religion.

4Thespiritualdimensionoflifeis

morepronouncedthanthephysical

dimensioninIndigenous

Religion.Evaluate.

5Abilitytoaquirewealthyisviewed

asablessingfrom Ancestorsand

povertyisseenasacursefrom



Ancestors.Towhatextenddoyou

agree/disagreewiththeassertion.

6Averngingspirits/Ngoziplaysan

instrumentalroleinthepromotionof

Ubuntuspiritamoungthe

Shona/Ndebele.Analyse.

7IndigenousReligionupholdthe

statusofwomen.Discuss.

8IndigenousReligionis

anthropocentric.Analyse

9Globalisationisamajorthreatto

Ubuntuincontemporarysocietyin

Zimbabwe.Isthisafairassessment.

10Tourism inZimbabweplaysavery



importantroleinthepreservationof

SacredplacesinZimbabwe.Analyse

11MarriageinIndigenousReligionis

nothingmorethanasexual

union.Evaluate.

12MarriageinIndigenousreligionhas

noplaceforwomenrights.Discuss

13IndigenousReligionhasnoplace

forwomeninthepoliticalaffairs

.AnaIyse

14Theconceptofmediumshiphas

degradedthestatusofwomenin

IndigenousReligion.Towhatextent

doyuagree/disagree.



15Indigenoushealthymethodshas

failedtoaddress healthychallenges

incontemporarysocietyinZimbabwe.

16Totenism hasresultedinthe

preservationoftheNatural

Enivironmentandthepromotionof

Tourism inZimbabwe.Discuss

17Traditionalleadershipprovidea

modelofgoodgovernancethat

shouldbeadoptedbystate

governanceinZimbabwe.Evaluate.

18Analysethecentralityofthe

covenantinJudaism.

19Theoriginofprophecyin Judaism



isathorninthefleshamoungthe

contemporaryscholarsof

religion.Discuss

20Prophetswerenothingmorethan

ahinderanceinthepoliticalaffairsof

Judaism.Evaluate.

21MarriageInstitutioninJudaism

providesarolemodelthatshouldbe

adopted byreligionssuchas

Indigenousreligioninsofarasthe

upraisingofthestatusofwimenis

concerned.Towhatextentdoyu

agreeordisagree

22Comparetheperceptionofdeath



inJudaism andIndigenousreligion.

23Compareandcontrasttheconcept

ofhealthyandwellbeinginJudaism

andIndugenousreligion.

24Analysetheconnectionbetween

covenantandlandinJudaism

25EvaluateJewishattitudetowards

theEnvironment.
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5395‬:“MarriageintheAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

ratherthanindividualaffair.”Examine

thevalidityofthisclaim.(25)



AFRICANTraditionalReligionhas

beendefinedbyJOAwolaluasthe

indigenousbeliefsandpracticesof

theAfricans.IntheAfrican

TraditionalReligionthereisanidea

ofmarriage.Marriagecanbedefined

asaunionoftwoormorepeopleof

theoppositesex.Itisbelievedthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalratherthan

anindividualaffair,thisisbecause

theroleofrelationscreatedaffect

thewholefamilyandnotindividuals.

However,itcanbealsoarguedthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional



Religionisanindividualaffairtaking

theconsiderationofthedefinitionof

marriageitself.Thefollowingessay

seekstodiscussthevalidityofthe

claim thatmarriageinAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

ratherthananindividualaffair.

Itisprudenttonotethatthereare

manyformsofmarriages,suchas

monogamy,polygamy,polyamory,

levirateandsororatemarriages.

Polygamyiswhenonemancanhave

morethanaonespouseorwife.



Polyamoryisatypeofmarriage

wherethemanandthewomanhave

morethanonepartner.

AccordingtoChakabvaandDingani

intheirbookentitledUnderstanding

FamilyandReligiousStudies2017

page106,theystatedthatpolyamory

typeofmarriageiswherespouses

arechosenbysomeoneelse,such

astheparents,friendsandreligious

leaders.Thelevirateisaform of

marriagewherethebrotherofthe

deceasedmanisobligedtomarry



hisbrother’swidowwhereasthe

sorotatemarriageinvolvesthe

husbandengaginginasexual

relationshipwithsistersofhiswife

afterthewifeisdeadorhasbeen

proveninfertile.

AccordingtoBourdillion(1987),

peoplemarryintofamiliesandthus,

marriagebecomesafamilyaffairand

notanaffairoftwoindividuals.

Thereareseveralreasonswhy

marriageisconsideredasafamily

contractandnotacontractbetween



twopeopleintheIndigenousreligion,

especiallyinShonareligion.

AccordingtoChakabvaandDingani

UnderstandingFamilyandReligious

StudiesVol12017.“Ifasoninlaw

ormukuwashamarries,hebecomes

amukuwashaforthefamilyandnot

foroneperson,thesameistrueof

thetezvaraandmuroora.Thenature

ofrelationsthatarecreatedare

createdforthefamilyandnotfor

theindividualsalone.”Therefore,this

indicatesmarriageintheAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

ratherthanindividualaffair.



ThegirlelopingintheShonareligion

isorganisedbyrelativesespeciallyin

thekutizamukumbotypeofmarriage

isorganisedbytherelativesofthe

boy.Thishasbeenfurtherexplained

byP.ChakabvaandW.Dinganiin

thebookentitledUnderstanding

FamilyandReligiousStudiespage

108,astheysubmittedthat“She

elopesatnightandgoestoher

husband’shome.Eldersatthe

husband’shomewillthensenda

munyayiwhowillalerttheparents

andrelativesofthegirl.”Theroleis



playedbymembersofthe

community,hence,thisindicatesthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalratherthan

anindividualaffair.

Thecommunityplayapivotalrole

duringthepre-maritalandpost-

maritalrites.IntheShonaand

Ndebelereligions,therearerites

wheregirlswillbeeducatedbythe

auntinmaritalaffairs.Theyare

givenpreparationlessonsinmatters

ofsex,marriage,procreationand



familylife.Inmattersofsex,there

aremanylessonsforgirls,this

includesbeingtaughtthatthe

primarydutyofmarriageis

procreationandsexualgratificationof

thehusband.Boysarealsotaught

howtobehaveproperlytowards

theirin-laws,howtoacquirewealth

whichonewouldgivetotheparents

ofthegirlaspartofbridepriceor

rooraandtheywillbealsotaught

howtolookaftercattle.Thishas

beenfurthersupportedbyJMbiti

(1991),whosubmittedthatboysare

taughtwhatmostconcernsmen.All



thiswillleadonetosuggestthat

marriageinAfricantraditionalreligion

isacommunalaffair.

herearepost-maritalritesthatare

organisedbycommunitymembers.

Oneofthenotablemaritalriteis

masungiroandkutara.Themasungiro

riteisdoneforthepregnancyofthe

newlymarriedwoman.Theriteis

symbolicandritualistic.Theparents

ofagirlstayswithheruntilshe

delivers.Atthesametimetheritual

kutaramwanaiscarriedout.Thisis



whentheauntiesorparentsofthe

husbandgoestotheirin-lawsand

theywillbecarryingthingssuchas

whiteclothes,Africanbasketsand

food.Thereareotherritualswhich

follow,theseincludenamingrites.

Theseritualsareperformedasa

wayofconfirmingthatthenewly

bornbabybelongstotheirfamily.

Therefore,thisindicatesthat

marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalaffairas

evidencedbytheroleofthe

communityinbothpre-maritaland

post-maritalrites.



Thecommunityplaysapivotalrole

inthedivorceprocedureinAfrican

TraditionalReligion.Therearea

numberofcausesofdivorcein

AfricanTraditionalReligion.These

causesofdivorceincludes

unfaithfulness,thishasledsome

scholarstoconcludethat

unfaithfulnessistheonlyrealcause

ofdivorceinAfricantraditional

Religion.Theeldersaremostly

responsibleintryingtosolvethe

disputesinthemarriagesanditis

alsosubmittedthatchiefisusually



thelastsolutioninthedivorce

procedureifthevillageheaddoes

notmanagetoresolvetheissue.

Oneshouldnotethatthereisa

tokenofdivorcewhichisarranged

bytheparentsorrelativesingiving

thepartnerbeingdivorced.The

tokeninShonareligioniscalled

shereni/gupuro.Allthisindicates

thatthemarriageinAfrican

TraditionalReligionisacommunal

affair.

Inasmuchasitcanbearguedthat



marriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisacommunalaffair,itwill

beaviolenceonaplainlanguageif

oneignorestheviewthatmarriage

isalsoanindividualaffair.

Consideringthedefinitionoftheterm

marriagewhichsaysmarriageisa

unionoftwoormorepeopleofthe

oppositesex,thusoneisforcedto

suggeststhatmarriageisan

individualrathercommunalaffair.

Themajorreasonformarriagein

AfricanTraditionalReligionisfor



reproductionandsexualregulation.It

isbelievedintheAfricansocietythat

partnersmarryeachotherfor

reproduction,sothatthefamily

growsbiggerandthesamechildren

assisttheparentsinfarmingand

domesticchoressuchaswashing

plates,cookingandfetchingfirewood.

Itshouldbenotedthatmarriageis

forsexualregulationconsideringthe

ritualsthatareperformedbeforethe

marriage.Duringthepre-maritalrites

girlsaretaughtonsexualmatters,

thishasbeenfurthersupportedby

ChakabvaandDinganiontheirwork



concerningpre-maritalritesin

Indigenousreligionastheystated

that“girlswithauntsaretaughthow

torespondtosexwiththe

husband.”Therefore,thisindicates

thatmarriageinAfricanTraditional

Religionisalsoanindividualaffair.

Basingontheabovediscussion,itis

clearthatmarriageinAfrican

TraditionalReligionisaboth

communalaffairandindividualaffair.

Communalinthesensethatbecause

ofmarriagerelationsthatarecreated



affectthewholefamilyandnotonly

individuals.Itisalsoanindividual

affairconsideringtheindividual

benefits,forinstancesexual

regulationandreproduction.Therefore,

theclaim whichsaysmarriageisa

communalaffairratherthanindividual

affairislessvalid.
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5395‬:*Spirits*thatmanifestas

thoseofthedeadcanappearin

different

ways,asancestral,ordinaryor



avengingspirits.Whicheverwaythey

appear,theydem andattentionand

iftheirdemandsarenotmet,they

causetrouble(*Gehman,1999:33)*.

MostAfricansattributemisfortunes

toaspiritualcause(*Gelfand,

1973:61)*.Theybelievespirits

causeillnesses,disabilities,

misfortunesandevendeath*(Mpofu

&

Harley,2002)*.Spiritspossess

peopleand/oranimalsandtheycan

beexorcisedfrom bothpeopleand



animals.
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5395‬:*Itmustnotbespilled

because*:

-Itwillresultin*Ngozi*or

Avengingspirit.Avengingspirit

maycausehavoctoapersonfor

example;*itcancausebadlucks,

misfortunes,infertility,barrenness,

death,seriousdiseases*andmany

moresetbacks.

-Thebloodofapersonmaynotbe



spilledbczthismayangerthe

*Ancestors*.Bythisdoing,the

Ancestorsfeelveryshamefuland

humiliatedthereforetheywillrespond

through*heavypunishment*toa

personwhohevdonethat.Most

often,*theagriculturalharvestof

thatpersonwhokilledanotherwill

fail*.Atsomeextent,theancestors

willrespondswiftlyby*implying

death*onthatperson.Ifitisn'tso,

Ancestorscouldthereforewage

*misfortunesandtroubles*uponthe

victim.



-Itmustnotbespilled*because

thismaycausefailureofrains*.In

Shonaculture,itisbelievedthat

Godisangeredbythedeathofa

murderedpersonandhecud

thereforerespondbynot*giving

rains.*Unfortunately,this may

affectthewholevillage butsome

saysthatapersonwhohavedone

that*maysufferheavycasualties.*

Thismightbeforthisspecificreason

whyinShona,*peoplewaitedfirst

fortherainstocum*before they

invadeintoanywar.
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5395‬:AccordingtoShonabeliefs,

wheneviloccurrencespersist,they

areprobablycausedbyspirits.For

instance,ifahusbandconstantly

abuseshiswifephysically,theShona

willsuspectthatthehusband

isharbouringanavengingspirit

(*Gelfand,1973:99*).Othersignsof

thepresenceofngozicanbean

illnessthatisresistanttotreatment,

ormysteriousdeathsinafamily.

Thus,anymisfortuneinmany



respectsisassociatedwith

possessionbyanaggrievedspirit

thatwishestotakerevengeonthe

individualorfamilythatwrongedthe

personduringhis/herlifetime

(*Gelfand,1973:61*).TheShona

peoplearguethatthengozispirit

shouldnotbeviewednegatively

sinceitisaspiritthathasbeen

wronged*(Mpofu&Harley,

2002).*Ifthepersonwasn’t

mistreatedormurderedinthefirst

place,ngoziwouldn’tbeanissue.



Thisviewofngoziissummedupby

thefollowingShonaproverb:*Zingizi

warikanganisirasakarakuruma*(“You

havewrongedawasp,thereforeit

hasbittenyou”(*Gelfand1977:114)*.
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5395‬:*Ancestralspirits*

Thesearethespiritsofthe

deceasedmembersofthefamilywho

weredecentlyburiedandnowexist

inspiritualform.

Deathmarksatransformationofthe



Africanpersonfrom thephysicalto

thespiritualform.Mbiti(1969)calls

them theliving-dead;whilsttheyare

deadphysically,theyarealive

spiritually.

Thedeadarestillpartofthefamily

andthelivingstillhavememoriesof

them.However,noteveryonewho

diescanachieveancestor-hood

status.Therearecertain

prerequisites/requirementsforoneto

becomeanancestralspirit.



Theseare:

*Oneshouldbea*marriedperson

with children*.Thisisdonefor

purposesofcontinuity;suchpeople

hadparentalresponsibilitysothey

havetolookafterthelivingusing

theexperienceofparental

responsibilitytheygatheredinthe

previouslife.

*Necessaryritualsshouldbe

conductedforapersontobecome

anancestralspirit*(kurova

guva/umbuyiso).Beforetheserituals



areconductedthespiritisbelieved

tobedangeroustotheliving.The

ritualinauguratesthedeadintothe

spiritualrealm.

*Moraluprightness*.Anti-social

behaviour,forexample,witchcraft,

sorcery,stealing,socialoutcasts,

mentallyderanged,lepersetccannot

becomeancestralspirits.Insome

caseseventheimmoralbecome

ancestralspirits,butthespiritis

believedtohavelessimpactbecause

ofthefailuretobeexemplaryinthe



previouslife.


